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A A ONTH by month some of us, now 

growing clderly, used to catch our 
breath as we opened the latest instalment 
in a magazine of Mr. H. G. Wells’s War 
of the Worlds, in which he out-verned 
Jules Verne but scarcely more than antici- 
pated scientific warfare as it might have 
dealt with us 1ай September. He showed 
us the Martians, landed from a digtant 
planet, Striding on their giant Steel legs 
across England and blasting opposition 
with a 'death-ray.' We are strongly re- 
minded of them again by Mr. Noel 
Griggs's fine photograph, reproduced as 
our frontispicce: he calls it “ Power 
Parade.” 

For these great pylons, which Stride 
across the landscape of all modern coun- 
tries, as of our own, spell both grandeur 
and danger. They have a beauty of their 
own, which we are beginning to recognise; 
they carry power in their arms far and 
wide which makes possible achievements 
once beyond imagination. And they 
possess a ‘death-ray, P which causes them in 
sonic countries to be starkly labelled with 
a skull and cross-bones and the legend 
‘Danger de Mort. They are a visible 
reminder, even in the remote and peaceful 
countryside, of the cnormous resources of 
our civilisation, either for good or for evil. 
The very sight of them suggests the most 
acute of present- day problems—is science 
to be our blessing or our curse, the instru- 
ment of progress or destruction, our 
servant or our tyrannous master? 

“ Power Parade "—the world is full of 
it, deafened by it, Stunned with the fear of 
it, blind in some places in obedience to it. 
The front page of the newspaper every 
morning reminds us of the latest arbitrary 
act, or the rumoured intentions, of ‘ power 
politics.” When we drop into the news 
theatre for sixpennyworth of relaxation, 
we have to fill our eyes and minds with 


Opposite: 


Power Parade, Photograph by Nort Свіссѕ, F.R.P.S. 


this week’s parade of power—thousands 
of men, with shouldered rifles or spades, 
goosc-Stepping under the swastika flags, 
battalions of tanks rumbling past the 
Kremlin at Moscow, the British or Ameri- 
can flccts on manceuvres, air squadrons 
roaring across the sky or mechanised 
brigades over the soil of this and that 
country. Power is on parade, seeking to 
impress the public, demanding worship 
like a god. 


Newspapers and films are honest, they 
go on to show us what this god of Power 
can do when he is off parade and in 
сагпс&. They show us, for our penny or 
our sixpence, the bombs falling gaily on 
Barcelona and the next Chinese village 
going up in black smoke a hundred feet 
high. They show us the dead in the gutter 
and the wounded being carried away, and 
women and children in full flight. All 
this has become daily commonplace, there 
is no mystery about it. Those who put 
their trust in Power of this kind worship 
no unknown god. The eyes of all of us are 
open, even if Reason seems asleep. We all 
talk peace, while every government pre- 
pares for war on a scale never yet known. 
With “appeasement” in one hand and 
“ rearmament" in the other, we stand 
facing the New Year—a figure of paradox 


at which later ages will marvel. 


Some of the victories of the Power of 
evil lately have been spectacular; they are 
not permanent—they never have been. 
The Power which opposes them makes no 
parade, but works, "unresting, unhasting 
and silent as light," in men's hearts and 
wills. Are you and you and you quite 
certain of this, however some others may 
deride it? The issue in 1939 depends оп 
the innermost conviction of countless 
individuals that to Goodness alone zs the 
Kingdom, the Power and the Glory. 
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1939 : WHAT SHALL WE MAKE OF ІТ? 


EW YEAR resolutions are relics of 

the past, yct real resolution inter- 
preted in action is badly wanted to-day. 
As usual, men ask themselves the poor , 
question, “ What shall this year bring to 
us?" They would see further and achieve 
more if they phrased it “ What shall we 
make of this year? ” 

1939 brings to our generation an oppor- 
tunity such as is seldom given to men. In 
the space of a few months there have been 
remarkable changes in the world. Com- 
parable changes have happened before, but 
only after long, bitter and arduous 
struggles, which left men too exhausted to 
use the opportunities which arose. Now, 
the changes have come without war, with- 
out the sacrifice of a generation, and with- 
out depriving men of faith, courage, vision 
and strength. Men are entering the new 
year with an unimpaired capacity for 
strong, sustained and faithful Len There 
is alive among them, as evidenced by the 
widespread interest in such things as 
* Moral Rearmament, the strong emotional 
force which alone can result in action. 
They are expressing on every hand their 
deep desire for a world of real peace. 

Such a desire has been expressed sin- 
cerely and Mon in the past, without 
the new world materialising. Why have 
there been these failures? Are there not 
two main reasons? First, ordinary folk 
wasted their energy in negative disputes as 
to paper-schemes, whose attraction Jay on 
an ill-founded promise of a short cut to 
Utopia while men slept. Secondly, they 
fell easy victims to apathy. 

There is neither wish nor need for the 
repetition of such failures, but if they are 
to be avoided men must find a basis which 
is true for them, a method that works, and 
the resolution to use their Strength and 
effort so that opportunity becomes achicvc- 
ment. 
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The basis must be one which each man 
can test and prove for himself; that is, one 
of which he knows all the D because 
all of it has happened in his own first-hand 
experience of life. For example, the con- 
tinuance of negative arguments as to thc 
September crisis, and of speculation as to 
what were the possible developments, will 
not get men far, as no one possesses sufh- 
cient knowledge of the facts to speak with 
certainty. Men differ strongly on such 
issues, and they will continue so to differ, 
but the basis sought must depend, not upon 
such points of ДНОгспсс! but upon getting 
beyond them to a common ground “which 
is solid. 


Again, if it is to be possible for every 
man to test the basis for himself, it must 
be stated in terms which every man will 
understand. It must be so worded that, as 
well as the Christian being able to say, 
“That is true for me, because it has hap- 
pened in my own life: it is the working 
out of my religion,” the Jew can say the 
same with regard to Judaism, and the 
agnostic with regard to the highest things 
in which he believes. This does not mean 
that any one should water down his faith. 
It does require that he should work it out 
for himself, and state its full meaning in 
human terms. 


Two Features of the Crisis 


The crisis is not so far removed from us 
that we have forgotten our experience, and 
there were at least two things happening 
then of which all men were conscious, and 
which do meet these conditions as to a 
basis. 


Looking back over the interval of 
several months, we recall clearly the help- 
lessness as individuals with which we 
watched events marshalling themselves for 
an apparently inevitable catastrophe. И 


the problem had been smaller in scope, for 
cxample two men threatening to fight in 
the Street, then one individual could have 
taken decisive action. The sense of help- 
lessness was created entircly by the magni- 
tude of the issue. 


All the time, forcing itself through the 
blanket of helplessness, there was a tre- 
mendous urge in individuals to do some- 
thing constructive — something which 
would help cither to solve the problem or 
to prevent a catastrophe. Unlike the help- 
lessness, the crisis did not create this con- 
structive urge. The crisis simply provided 
the circumstances under which men 
became keenly alive to a feeling which is 
innate to them. This fecling, which is part 
of the individual himself, an expression of 
himself, is infinitely more powerful and 
more permanent than any opposing emo- 
tion which is produced, at a specific time, 
only by the magnitude of circumstances in 
his environment. Therefore, if men 
realise something of the value and poten- 
tialitv of this urge within themselves, and 
if they stick to it, foster it, and develop it, 
then they will be equipped with a faith 
which will enable them, not just to face 
the possibility of a disaster without waver- 
ing, but to get on with the building of a 
worth-while society, confident that any 
disaster can be no more than a temporary 
set-back 1n that building. 


A second feeling which men recognise 
as part of their own experience was 
referred to in the November JounNax as 
“ neighbourliness," the way in which 
people were opening out to one another, 
and were finding the beginnings of real 
understanding and шыр It is true 
that we younger men find it difficult to 
appreciate the full extent of the fellowship 
experienced by the men of 1914-18, but 
we did feel some touch of it in recent 
months. Surely, working from this, each 
one of us can find enough of it in his own 


relationships with at least one or two close 
friends to know its value and lasting truth. 
That truth is that life is only of real worth, 
in any conditions, so long as a man has 
personal relationships based on complete 
love, trust and understanding. The crisis 
partially, and the war to a much greater 
extent, prepared the way for xh rela- 
tionships by discarding for men the arti- 
ficial barriers and worthless material values 
with which men had complicated life. If 
men realise the value of this thing, then 
surely they are prepared to Strip away 
these false standards themselves. 


The Basis for Building 


Can these two things, the constructive 
urge and the capacity for “ neighbourli- 
ness,” provide a basis adequate to build the 
world men seek, and is there, arising from 
this basis, a method within the reach of 
the ordinary fellow in his limited sphere? 


The extent to which a different spirit is 
needed in the world has been brought 
home vividly to men through the medium 
of international affairs. Men recognise 
that an international society, of which the 
salient features are fears, suspicions, 
hatreds and jealousies, is bound to crash. 
They earnestly wish it to be replaced by 
one which is founded securely upon love, 
trust, understanding and justice. What 
must be appreciated is that, if this is to be, 
then it can only come as these same ele- 
ments form the basis of society within the 
nation. 


This can be seen by glancing at the his- 
tory of the recent crisis. Twenty years 
ago the problem of European minorities 
was the subject of a settlement. Though 
difficult and complicated, it had not de 
magnitude it developed last year, but the 
settlement made proved quite unsatisfac- 
tory. Blame for this cannot be laid en- 
tirely upon the individuals who designed 
the treaties. It is easy to talk of such 
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things as “ betrayals " and “ shame,” but 
to do so is to indulge in the modern pas- 
time of ERE: the baby." Men con- 
veniently forget that for ja years, this 
and other nations devoted energy and skill 
to the fostering of distrust, hatred and the 
desire for revenge. These feelings were 
very much alive in 1919. They provided 
the context out of which the various 
national leaders worked, and accordingly 
the agreements were just as generous and 
just as severe as the various peoples 
demanded. The worst feature in blaming 
a few 1s that ordinary men, in closing their 
€yes to their own share of responsibility, 
are also blinding themselves to the power 
which they possess to influence future rela- 
tionships and agreements. 

Again, there can only bea better national 
society to the same extent as love, trust, 
justice and understanding determine rela- 
tionships within and between the various 
parts. This must be true of churches, of 
political parties, of industry, of the differ- 
ent social classes, of all the associations 
which bring men together, and ultimately, 
but most importantly, it must hold 
between individuals. 


The Individual is the Key 


This does bring us back to that com- 
mon basis we considered, and indicates as 
the method one in which the ordinary in- 
dividual has not only an active part to play, 
but is the key factor. Unless this rela- 
tionship is existing between individuals it 
cannot exist at all. 'The extent to which 
it will operate in a wide field 1s determined 
by the extent to which individuals are pro- 
viding it as the context from which the 
leaders in that field work. 

It may be said that there is nothing new 
in this. There isn’t. Many men, includ- 
ing the membership of Toc H, have for 
long professed belief in such relationships. 
The events of 1938, both at home and 
abroad, make a biting commentary on the 
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gap between profession and practice. The 
explanation of this may be md in con- 
sidering whether men have regarded thc 
development of such relationships as a 
main cffort in life, or whether it has been 
a very poor “' also-ran " to, among other 
things, money-making, carcer-building, 
the maintenance of social position, respect- 
ability, and that blind half-measure, the 
“doing of good works." (This last is a 
fatal snare to many, as it enables men to 
escape from a problem by imagining their 
contribution to be made in dipping for 
another half-a-crown, when, in fact, the 
rcal issuc remains untouched or is made 
тоге complicated). 

The way out is for men to put precept 
into practice to an extent which they have 
never even imagined before. If the goal 
is to be NEUE ES is along this line that 
efforts, energy, and resolution have to be 
applied. The immediate need is leader- 
ship of the type which Herbert Leggate 
described—“ Discovering to men some- 
thing which they already possess, helping 
them to express this possession and to 
develop it in expressing it.” This expres- 
sion is the capacity to love, trust and under- 
stand other individuals, no matter what 
differences in belief or outlook there may 
be. 

Toc Н always has based its very exis- 
tence upon such relationships, thercfore we 
have no choice as to going in on this, as 
we have been there for more than twenty 
years already, or at least we say so. We 
are not the only people concerned, and so 
the outcome is not dependent solely upon 
us; but, because of our individual profes- 
sions, so as individuals we have to take our 
share of the strain. With experience 
behind us, the point of application of our 
contribution should be in this matter of 
leadership. As always, this contribution is 
not going to be a mass policy, but the prac- 
tical lead given by us as individuals in all 
our contacts with men and women. 


Men will discover that they have this 
possession, not by being told about it so 
much as by finding that love, trust and 
understanding form the relationship be- 
tween ourselves and some one celse. Such 
a relationship can come between two 
people when onc of them gives these with- 
out stint and without secking reward. The 
Toc H member should be that onc. 


The Real Job of Toc H 


In this there has always lain, and there 
will always lic, the real job of Toc H. 
To-day we have to see that more clearly 
than ever. The question of contact has 
always vexed us, because of the difficulty 
of finding common ground, of touching 
upon something in which the other fellow 
is interested. For the present there is no 
puzzle. Men are concerned about inter- 
national and national happenings, and in 
referring to these, to the crisis, to the sense 
of helplessness, to the urge to do some- 
thing and to the faét of neighbourliness, 
we are approaching them on the basis of 
their own recent and still vivid experience, 
something which they recognise and to 
which they respond because they have had 
the experience themselves and therefore 
they know that it is true for them. 

‘There is more for us to consider than 
this outward working. Toc H, from 
Central Executive to units, can only help 
men to develop such relationships if these 
same relationships are functioning bce- 
tween the individual members, and 
between and within its component parts. 
The unit or team is the context from which 
its individual members work. It must have 
such qualities in its relationships that these 
members find renewed inspiration, cour- 
age and strength, to the degree that they 
can go out from the team and convince 
others of the value of such relationships, 
not by mere telling, but by the depth of 
love, trust and understanding which they 
themselves give. 


We ти ask ourselves if we have 
attained such a standard already. If not, 
there must be a quickening of the spirit. 
The test might well be whether or not, 
as individuals, we even temporarily 
developed panic, fear, loss of taith or 
vision during September. 

It may be felt that all this could do little 
to avert a war or another crisis if cither 
threatened in the next few months. It is 
possible that such a devclopment may 
come, though many of us are far from 
convinced that war 1s inevitable. Measures 
arc being carried through, and others may 
be deemed necessary, in preparation for 
such a contingency, but surely the desire 
for a world of real peace demands more 
than preparations for defence. 

Simultancously with these preparations, 
there must be the steady constructive work 
of building the society which men do 
want. The fundamental issue is not one 
of war, or politics, or national supremacy. 
It is one as to the nature of the right society 
for men in the world. If we are right in 
our conception of that society as one in 
which love, trust and understanding apply 
throughout, because men recognise that 
these are essential in their own lives, then 
our job is to make our own part such a 
good example of this in practice that no 
opposing ideology can stand comparison. 

This year opens with real possibilities 
and great opportunity. A vital thing to 
realise is the importance of time. At pre- 
sent, men are alive and concerned, but in 
a few months feclings may be lulled again. 
Whether Christmastide, 1939, will show, 
at last, an opportunity taken or yet another 
frittered away, depends upon ordinary 
men and women, including you and me. 
They have in their possession all the 
clements if they care to use them. Will 
they—and shall we—apply the resolution 
which will transform feelings, desires and 
opportunity into achievement? 

ANGUS JOHNSTON. 
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ECEMBER was, of course, the month 

of children's Christmas parties. АП 
over the country Toc H members have 
been plaving their part in creating truc 
Christmas cheer and, as 15 right and 
proper, it has been towards the children 
that the thoughts and efforts of most of us 
have been directed. At the Carpenter's 
Hall in the City of London, Tussy center- 
tained a large party of Een and we 
publish. a сг photograph of this 
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gathering, which was typical of so many 
DT n will be scen, the Lord Mavor's 
coachman was the hero of the occasion. 

In the September JOURNAL (page 309) we 
recorded the tragic and heroic death of 
Sergeant Conran WILKINSON ("Gunncer у 
in an attempt to rescue some children in 
danger of being cut off by the tide on the 
Anglesey shore, and in a footnote men- 
tioned that a fund had been started for the 


assistance of his widow and three daugh- 
ters. Р. В. Arronp, of Bangor, who acted 
as treasurer for this Toc H fund, now 
writes to say that through the generosity 
of Toc H and sympathctic friends he has 
been able to hand over to the Gencral 
Appcal Fund the sum of /78 3s. 6d. He 
asks that the very grateful and heartfelt 
thanks of “ Gunncer's " family be conveyed 
to all who contributed. The story of 
“Gunner " has been told by Tubby in a 
6d. booklet bearing that name and pub- 
lished by All Hallows in the Bangwent 
Series. Proceeds from the sale of this are 
being sent to the same Fund. 


А letter from Antigua Group in the 
British West Indies tells of useful work 
being done by a small but devoted band. 
Prison-visiting and instruction at the Boys’ 
Training School are two of the jobs regu- 
larly carried out, while at Christmas much 
hard work was put in to ensure good 
Christmas cheer for the inmates of the 
Prison ind the Leper Home. During the 
visit of H.M.S. Orion, which lasted a 
week, а canteen was run Юг the men, and 
an excursion arranged for a party of go to 
Nelson’s Dockyard. 

Antigua Group and Kingston Branch, 
Jamaica, are the only two places in the 
West Indies where Toc H exists, and must 
be two of the loneliest of our “ lone ” 
units. 

Опе duty of all Toc Н units—that of 
being good neighbours to the units around 
—is particularly hard for such lone units 
to discharge. We are glad to hear of 
several instances where in spite of geo- 
graphical difficulties this sense of mutual 
responsibility is finding practical expres- 
sion. Colombo Branch, for instance, re- 
cently held a joint meeting with the small 
Group at Kandy, each travelling half way 
to meet the other at Ambepussa; while 
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nearer at home the Belgium District Team 
is planning visits by Brussels and Char- 
leroi Branches to Antwerp Group, their 
less flourishing neighbour. 


* * * * 


For more than a year now “ groping " 
has been going on in the R.A.F. Station 
at Seletar, Singapore, and it is likely that 
a Rushlight will soon be granted. There 
is now a permanent membership of thirty- 
five with an avcrage attendance of twenty- 
five, all airmen. “ Night flying,” says the 
report, “ knocks a lot of men out, but by 
means of holding meetings on practically 
every night of the week we succeed in 
keeping together.” The padre writes that 
one of the weekly “ meetings " takes place 
in a boat in the middle of the Johore 
Straits “ when we sit and fish and eat and 
yarn." In addition to hospital visiting and 
providing entertainment for men on the 
Camp, two big corporate jobs are to bc 
undertaken as soon as possible—the run- 
ning of a Scout Troop for boys on the 
Camp, and visiting the Leper Colony. A 
first birthday festival was held in the week 
of the World Chain of Light to which 
members from all over the Straits and 
from Bangkok were invited and expected. 
Close touch is maintained with the Group 
in Singapore. 

William Hurst, our Hon. Treasurer, is 
at present in Africa on a business trip and 
has been able to fit in time to address some 
meetings. He has spoken in Capetown, 
Durban and Johannesburg and in Nairobi, 
and has met members in many other 
places. The last news we have of him is 
from Uganda. Donald Campbell, the 
joint Hon. Treasurer, carries on here in 
his absence. 

* * ж ж 

Тос Н and L.W.H. in Durban have 
been taking a hand during the past twelve 
months in the fight against tuberculosis. 
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А Preventorium exists in Pietermaritz- 
burg, supported by a Christmas Stamp 
Fund, where children from homes where 
tuberculosis is or was rife are built up 
physically and perhaps mentally to with- 
stand the infection, but it is not normally 
possible for any more to be done for the 
children after their discharge. Toc H and 
L.W.H. jointly have taken on the after- 
care work for these children, doing all in 
their power to ensure that they enjoy as 
much fresh air as possible and where 
required helping them to get the neces- 
sary nourishment and warm clothing. A 
joint outing 
in the form 
of a picnic is 
arranged 
once a 
month and 
the names of 
more than 
fifty boys 
and girls are 
on the list. It 
is hoped in 
time to 
extend this 
work to 
other parts of 
South Africa. 
A Preven- 
torium for 
coloured children is in course of construc- 
tion in the Transkei and the need for 
after-care work here will probably be even 
greater. 
ж ж * * 

On November 29 Lord WAKEFIELD en- 
tertained to lunch at 42 Trinity Square the 
eight holders of Wakefield Scholarships at 
the Royal Air Force Cadet College, Cran- 
well. Lord Wakefield, in an informal 
speech, expressed his thanks to Tubby 
“who, with great enthusiasm, both 
evolved the idea and carried. out the 
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Lord Wakefield enjoys а joke with on 


arrangements." “Thanks to the mag- 
netism of Tubby,” he continued, our 
young visitors will find as their fellow 
guests, assembled to join in honouring 
them, many most distinguished men. Thc 
list is so remarkable that I сап Бе indi- 
catc its nature by saying that it includes 
two Field-Marshals, ап Air-Marshal and 
a former Sirdar of Egypt. Гат deeply 
grateful to those gentlemen who have paid 
this wonderful compliment to eight young 
men on the threshold of life. И 15 
symbolical of the regard which all wisc 
men have for youth with its mine of unde- 
veto ptd 
wealth of 
character and 
achieve- 
ment." 
* 

The first 
article in our 
Effective 
Service scrics 
in March of 
last year (p. 
107), deal 
with Prison 
Visiting in 
this country, 
and it is good 
АННА to hear that 

їп many 
places overseas Toc H are tackling this 
most worthwhile kind of service. An 
carlier paragraph this month refers to the 
work being done by Antigua Group in 
this connection. Nairobi Branch, another 
lone unit not often “in the news," at the 
invitation of the Commissioner of Prisons, 
regularly visit the European prisoners. 

The Jobmaster’s report of Nairobi 
Branch makes altogether good reading. A 
weekly social evening is held at the Native 
Medical Training School, and the Branch 


Capt. С E. T. Eyston (centre), Lord Somers (right) ard Tubby at Lord Wakefield's lunckeon. 


programme, which contains talks by both 
African and Indian speakers and a talk on 
7 Race relationship in Nairobi," seems to 
indicate that different race questions are 
faccd both in theory and practice. R.A.F. 
members have co-operated whole-heartedly 
in the opening of a room for the use of 
R.A.F. personnel when in town. 

А cheerful letter from Haifa Group in 
Palestine. refers to the special difficulties 
with which the Group has to contend in 
the present unsettled state of the country, 
such as “occasional curfew and other 
things such as police and troops called out 
on special duty at odd times, but” (the 
letter goes on) “such difficulties are sent 
to try us out and we do not feel we ought 
to have any sympathy on this account." 
Regular weckly meetings are being main- 
tained, and a good crowd of visitors from 
the Royal Irish Fusiliers attended recently. 
Two men go aboard all British merchant 
ships coming into port, with papers, 


magazines, etc. 
* * * * 


The third issue of the Toc H Malta 
News Sheet tells of a Four Power scheme 
for improving human relationships on 
the “island of sunshine." There are four 
Toc H units on the island which might 
indeed be ** Great Powers " in the life of 


the community. 

The departure of the 2nd Battalion Irish 
Fusiliers and the rst Battalion Green 
Howards at a few hours’ notice for Pales- 
tine robbed the family of a number of 


stalwarts. All were, of course, com- 
mended to Padre Harry Moss at Haifa. 
* * * * 


Welcome news comes from Mrs. Halliley, 
who was formerly General Secretary of the 
L.W.H. and then ran the L. W.H. house at 
Felling in the distressed Tyneside. In re- 
fusing an invitation to the Birthday Festival, 
she writes: “ You will make all allowances 
for me when you hear that I am at a Leper 
Institution in ЕаЯ Pondoland (South of Natal 
boundaries), doing housekeeping to the three 
nursing sisters who cope with over 200 
patients. We are 48 miles from the post-office 
at Flagstaff.” Е 
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SIMPLE-—BUT DIFFICULT 


At the Festival Family Gathering on December тї (sec page 30) Новевт Secretan made 
a statement of policy for Toc H, which had been carefully considered and approved by the 
Central Executive. In greater detail it has already been passed on to the Chairmen of Area 
Executives. Its working out depends on the efforts of every member in these serious days. 


MAT E are passing from the first phase of 


УТ the crisis, the period of restless desire 
to do something quickly, into the second 
phase, when we are beginning to have 
some dim understanding of its lasting 
consequences. In the first phase most of 
us would probably have pleaded guilty to 
a fecling that Toc H “ought to do some- 
thing about it," and even to the desire that 
the something should take a spectacular 
form, for example, that the Movement (or, 
as some profanely say, “ Headquarters ”) 
should make what is called “а challenging 
pronouncement.” 


That phase is over. We realise now that 
the emotional reaction of relief and thank- 
fulness will only have a passing influence 
unless it is directed into the positive 
channels of will and issues in constructive 
action. The raw material for this exists. 
The то hopeful feature of the situation 
is the scattered evidence that many people 
are ready to look at things with fresh cyes. 
May 1, greatly daring, try to set down the 
kind of thoughts that I believe are passing 
through many minds? 


Three Thoughts 

First, a largely new recognition that 
peace is not a departmental thing that can 
be made or marred by machinery. Peace is 
seen now in its true colours, as the crown 
of a relationship between man and man, 
and ultimately between nation and nation, 
and unobtainable in the absence of that 
relationship. When men are prepared in 
their daily dealings really to attempt the 
relationship of brothers, and not till then, 
peace will be on the way. 
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Second, a readiness, which has not been 
apparent before, to make the sacrifices 
necessary to establish such a relationship. 
There is the beginning of an understand- 
ing that the nature and extent of the 
sacrifice will be revolutionary. Our own 
personal convenience, our social prejudices, 
our individual economic interests will all 
have to be looked at afresh in the light of 
the aim to be achieved. I am not thinking 
only of what many regard as the essential 
first Step of organising the life of the nation 
for defence: There is, I think, a growing 
recognition that it will make the whole 
difference whether the interferences with 
personal and economic liberty which have 
to come are merely grudging concessions 
to necessity or part of a united intention to 
achieve, through such sacrifice, freedom 
on a higher level than we have yet con- 
templated. 


Third, if this seems difficult, as it is, 
there is to meet it a new understanding 
(how deep and how widespread it is hard 
as yet to gauge) that men cannot hope to 
achieve brotherhood except upon the basis 
of the fatherhood of God. Not for cen- 
turics have men’s minds been so open to 
conviction that only a God-centred world 
—which means a deliberate attempt to 
build as He wills—offers any promise of 
either freedom or peace. 


If these Statements are even approxi- 
mately true, one has only to recall again 
the Main Resolution to know where 
Toc H ought to be Standing. To us comes 
a tremendous and probably an unrepeat- 
able opportunity and with it a heavy res- 


ponsibility. We shall be foolish to waste 
time in lamenting that we are largely 
unprepared for it. We shall not dissipate 
our energy іп an attempt to ‘Stunt’ the 
situation in order to win credit for Toc H 
when the only credit that matters can 
clearly be seen now to be the credit of 
God’s Kingdom. We shall face the fact 
that we have to deal with the task before 
us with $traitened resources in men and 
moncy because we have not in the past 
fully realised the issues at Stake. 


What shall we do? 

What, then, shall we do? Some things 
very simple to State, but, like all simple 
things, just because they go to the heart of 
our life, most difficult to achieve. 

(1) Our own undertakings in or for 
Toc TI and our wider service under its 
name must never be let down. The 
effectiveness of the personal discipline of 
freedom is being widely challenged. We 
know when we consider the matter 
honestly that Toc H has often failed here. 
It is vital that it should not fail now, 
because every such failure undermines 
men’s faith in freedom. 

(2) We hold that the relation between 
man and man, which Toc H at its best has 
succecded in bringing about, would, if 
extended widely enough, solve the prob- 
lems of the world. The obligation on us to 
spread this truth is so Strong as to override 
all questions of personal convenience or 
dislike of making fools of ourselves. We 
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The letter to Area Chairmen goes on to 
explain that the Central Executive has unani- 
mously reached certain conclusions as to the 
steps that are necded to ensure that Toc H 
can go forward confident, united and effec- 
tive to face the urgent tasks that await it. 
These steps are not of a spectacular character 
but are directed to the strengthening of our 


have becn poor missionaries, as the slow 
progress in winning men through Toc H 
shows. We have almost forgotten that 
"the guest of today is the host of to- 
morrow.” Every ounce of energy is 
required here. And it must not be a toiling 
anxious energy that exhausts itself, but the 
controlled, laughter-loving, joyous energy 
that infects and attracts men. 

(3) We know very well that we cannot 
achieve these things by our own power. 
There mu&t come to each of us who claims 
membership of Toc H a deliberate and 
conscious cffort to deepen his own 
spiritual life and to bring it more nearly 
into that service which alonc is perfect 
frecdom. It is not for me to presume to 
State how cach of us should attempt this. 
I can only point to what seems to me, as 
I am sure it does to many others, a para- 
mount personal need. 

Such, as I see it, is the immediate task 
before Toc H. At this critical time in the 
destiny not only of our own nation but of 
mankind, Toc H must not fail. There is 
no reason for discouragement. There is 
enough grasp of the essential method, 
enough depth and sincerity latent in 
Toc H to enable us to build and build 
Strongly. But there must be по half 
measures, no waiting for someone else to 
Start, no frittering away of energy on 
unimportant details. Toc H has its chance. 
None of us is sufficient for these things, 
but none of us dare Stand aside. 

Husert SECRETAN. 


can take 


internal life and the heightening of our 
ability to spread the things Toc H stands for. 

(1) Every unit of Toc H ought to be a 
magnet attracting men into association with 
it by the character of its life and the practical 
evidence of disciplined and constructive ser- 
vice. Our firt and most important effort 
must be to see that every Unit of Toc H car- 
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ries this capacity for attraction. We are, and 
must show, that we are a movement, not a 
society. 

(2) Again we must not limit the attrac- 
tion of Toc H to those only who can attend 
aunit. The place in the movement, the range 
and usefulness of general membership 
requires to be given full scope. Toc H needs 
every man who can serve it truly, and must 
give the opportunity to do so to all who will. 

(3) АП this will require much vigorous 
leadership, and in order that this may be con- 
ИЕ the vital human tasks, steps must 
be taken to simplify the governmental 
machinery of Toc H as far as is consistent 
with efficiency. 

(4) Finally, if the full effort of the mem- 
bership is to be exerted both in regard to their 
own contributions and the recruitment of 
builders (a policy which has made great pro- 
gress since the Central Council’s decision last 
January but still needs to be understood and 
acted upon universally) a positive staff policy, 


co-ordinated with the growth of responsible 
volunteer leadership, which has shown itself 
markedly since the Central Conference at 
Digswell, and with a positive financial policy 
consistent both with our existing resources 
and the obligations of our task, is becoming 
most necessary. The movement needs to be 
told plainly what it can have with its present 
resources and to know what it ought to be 
working to make possible. 

In all these directions the next few months 
will require a determined and careful effort 
by all who are charged with leadership in 
Toc H. What is here written can only be a 
general indication of the lines on which the 
Central Executive is planning and the kind 
of co-operation it seeks from all who have the 
welfare of Toc H at heart. There need be 
no doubt in any of our minds that Toc H 
can perform the task that it has been given. 
But let there be no doubt either that if we 
are to do so we must all from now on be “оп 
our toes.” H. A. S. 


I will he silent 


І will be silent; there is noise enough. 
The air is full of shouting and of lies, 


| And Reason’s but a whisper quickly silenced 
When Hatred screams across the quiet skies. 


| Flot springs of bitterness well up within ime, 
| Flow over into the cool dispassionate lake 

| Of ту mind’s integrity and taint my thinking. 
| 1 will be silent now for Truth’s own sake. 


| 1 will be silent till these tides have ebbed, 
| The bitter seamark faded from the shore, 
| Lest to the shrill cacophony of Hatred 
| 1 add one single note of discord more. 


I will be silent, for in silence only 

\ The spirit grows and goodness finds increase; 
Silent, as once before the courts of Hatred 
Truth answered not a word but held His peace. 


А. С. С. 


EFFECTIVE SERVICE — IX 
The Service of the Blind 


This month's article, by Mr. Нлкоір Hunter, of the National Institute for the Blind, 
describes the responsibilities of public authorities with regard to the blind and the scope of 
the work of the voluntary organisations. It also indicates clearly some of the ways in which 
individual men and women of goodwill can best serve blind folk along the lines of personal 


friendship. 
IMHE blind constitute a community to 

which the admission of sighted mem- 
bers of socicty must be regarded as а high 
privilege. The “ World of the Blind " is 
a phrase fre- 
quently 
Meard bay 
anyone who 
is brought 
Into contact 
with — blind 
people, | and 
the reality of 
the sense of 
Полу ship 
Бе тесп 
them is soon 
apprchende d 


bv thosc who 
arc associated 
with them. 
То Senate mat 
may seem 
strange that 
the blind 


are thought of as а community apart, with 
a world of their own, when so many of 
them are much in evidence as men and 
women of distinguished position and 
ability, in business life, in the professions 
and in the sphere of art and of handicrafts. 

In fact, there exists among those who 
suffer from a common affliction a strong 
bond of unity, since on the one hand all 
are aware of the extent to which each is 
excluded from so many of the normal acti- 
vities of life, and on the other hand the 


Bhind Chess-players 


whole world of the blind is knit together 
by the keen determination of its individual 
members to rise above their handicap and 
achieve independence. Few sighted people 
can fully ap- 
preciate the 
sense of cx- 
clusion which 
is the lot of 
the blind. 
True sym- 
pathy will 
grasp its sig- 
nificance and 
Бе at once 
translated 
into a desire 
and willing- 
ness to share 
the effort of 
the blind 
themselves to 
conquer their 
affliction. 

For the aim 
of all right-minded service of the blind 
must be to maintain and develop the 
means by which every blind person may 
obtain complete mastery of all his faculties 
and that full growth of his personality, on 
which depends enjoyment of citizenship 
and of human existence. 

Three main factors contribute to the 
successful and comprchensive service of 
the blind—frstly, the attitude of the blind 
themselves; secondly, the efficient organi- 
sation of public and private support; and 
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thirdly, individual voluntary effort and 
enterprise. 

These three contributory factors are 
essentially interdependent, and the wel- 
fare of the blind depends upon the extent 
to which they can be blended together into 
а perfect harmony. In order to assess 
their importance it is necessary to consider 
the structure of the system at present in 
force in the light of the historical develop- 
ment of blind welfare. 

In England, the fir& institution for the 
blind was founded less than a century anda 
half ago, and up to that time there was 
nothing available for the rank and file of 
blind persons save dependence upon Poor 
Law relief or the alms of the charitable, 
with no means of education. The eigh- 
teenth and сапу nineteenth centuries saw 
the formation of various funds for the assis- 
tance of poor blind persons, but still there 
was no conception of the possibility of 
training the blind to play their part in 
society, and the name of “ Asylum” 
attached to many of the early institutions 
indicates the attitude towards the blind as 
requiring places of refuge rather than 
training grounds for life. In due course, 
however, through the vision of individual 
social workers of the mid-nineteenth cen- 
tury, schools and workshops were set up, 
and by 1884 seventy-nine societies are 
known to have been in existence for teach- 
ing the blind to read embossed type in 
their own homes. Many of these societies 
broadened the scope of their work and 
became “approved agencies" under the 
Blind Persons Act, 1920. Compulsory 
elementary education for blind children 
was instituted in 1893 and by 1903 tech- 
nical training was madc available by many 
Local Education Authorities. 

Such growth in the provisions made for 
the blind influenced blind persons to 
expect from the community something 
more than the right to exist, but whatever 
more was expected beyond the means to 


16 


live and to receive training had to be met 
from private philanthropic resources, 
which were not sufficient to mect the 
growing demands of advanced opinion in 
the world of the blind. 


The Blind Persons Act, 1920, thus 
became the Magna Carta of the blind, for 
whom statutory provision was thereby 
made not only during schoolJife, but 
through adolescence into manhood and 
old age. The blind man or woman had 
the fear of destitution removed by receipt 
of the Old Age Pension at the age of 50 
(in 1938 reduced to 40), and it became the 
responsibility of the Councils of сусту 
county ог county borough to make 
arrangements for promoting the welfare 
of all blind persons ordinarily resident in 
their area “to the satisfaction of the 
Minister of Health.” 


In some districts the Councils fulfil the 
duties imposed upon them in this wav 
through the agency of voluntary socictics, 
others have accepted direct responsibility, 
and in addition the blind are assisted by 
means of grants made to certain national 
bodies which render services affecting the 
whole of the blind community. 

In the space of about r50 years, there- 
fore, the relationship between the biind 
and the rest of the community has under- 
gone an epoch-making change whereby 
the general care of the blind has been lifted 
from the sphere of private charity to the 
charge of the community as a whole. 
Hence, at the present time the blind popu- 
lation may expect the means of material 
independence, and in return the public are 
protected from the fraudulent, as all blind 
persons must be registered, and all societies 
for their welfare must be approved before 
they are entitled to appeal for funds for 
their work. 

It is necessary to understand that there 
is a reason for the approved societics to 
continue to invite support from the public 


for their work, not in order to relieve the 
statutory authorities of their obligations to 
the blind, but to supplement thcir activi- 
tics in a varicty of ways which arc outside 
the scope of public assistance. 

The State, through the Local Authorities, 
makes provision for elementary cducation, 
technical 
training, 
augmenta- 
tion of wages 
of workshop 
cmployecs 
and home 
workers 
according to 
ability and to 


the standard 
of a living 
wage, home 
teaching and 
visiting and 
what 12S 
known as 
domicilia ry 
assistance for 
unemploy- 
TOLES ооз 
gether with 
the blind 
persons pen 
sions. It will 
not be dith- 
САГЫ EO 
imagine how 
many more 


are the needs 
to mitigate 
the handicap 
of the 70,000 blind people in England and 
Wales. The mention of homes and hoStels, 
special grants for young men and women 
of outstanding ability (to bring within 
their reach the opportunities of a career for 
which their talents fit them in spite of 


their blindness), apparatus and appliances, 


А blind cobbler. 


books and music in embossed type, wire- 
less scts, apart from countless personal 
services, will give sufficient indication of 
the ficld open for the voluntary society. 
Morcover, it would obviously be im- 
possible for government departments to 
attempt 


to meet all the specialised 
demands of 
individual 
members of 
the blind 
community. 
The system 
of blind wel- 
fare evolved 
in England 
and Wales 
on these lines 
has thus be- 
come a com- 
position of 
State aid and 
of voluntary 
effort. This 
exposition of 
the responsi- 
bilities of 
the public 
authorities to 
the blind and 
the scope of 
work for the 
voluntary 
organisations 
may lead to 
the supposi- 
tion that 
there is no 
place left for 
private enterprise and individual service. 
On the contrary, however, the world of the 
blind has room for a great number of 
sighted men and women of all ages who 
are prepared to offer themselves for service 
of a community which has one outstanding 
need that cannot be met by organisation 
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of any kind or by however perfect ad- 
ministrative machinery—the need of 
spontaneous friendship, coupled with the 
acceptance of those responsibilities which 
are the accompaniment of such friendship. 

Membership of Toc H implies an 
obligation on the part of each individual 
in the movement to order his life accord- 
ing to the best interests of the whole com- 
munity. In relation to the blind, this 
obligation may be fulfilled by the ргас- 
tical expression of true friendship in a 
variety of ways. In the main, it will pro- 
bably be found that service can be given 
where it is most useful and necessary if 
the volunteer will apply to the local society 
for the blind who will have all available 
information about the needs of the blind 
in their neighbourhood. It may be that 
help is required in a social club for blind 
people, or perhaps car drivers are wanted 
to take passengers to the country or seaside 
who will not see the sea or the trees but 
to whom such a drive will open up a new 
vista of mental colour and beauty to 
lighten many later days, or again someone 
old and blind may be waiting for a friend 
who will call and be willing to read aloud 
or talk or just listen. Many young men 
too may do a very good turn by accom- 
panying blind нЕ to: football 
matches, others who are fond of concerts 
or the theatre could act as guides for those 
who are equally keen to hear good music 
or plays but are unable to attend on their 
own. For the specialist, moreover, there 
is always an opportunity to give valuable 
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The L.W.H. Festival will be held in Lon- 
don on March 4 and 5, 1939. The Thanks- 
iving Service will take place in the Royal 
Albert Hall at 6.30 p.m. on March 4, fol- 
lowed by the Festival Evening, and it is 
hoped that the Patroness, Her Majesty the 
Qucen, will be present. 

There will be Celebrations of the Holy 
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assistance in servicing wireless sets for 
blind listeners; and anyone with leisure 
time to spare may learn to undertake 
another service of grcat importance, if he 
is willing to be frained to copy books into 
Braille for blind readers. In addition to 
these and countless other personal services 
there are ways in which all Toc Н mem- 
bers may fulfil their sense of responsibility 
to the blind community. They m: | have 
their socks and stockings made by the 
blind (to special order if required), they 
may buy a large quantity of gardening 
implements and household necessities (in- 
cluding soap) from blind workshops; boots 
can be efhiciently repaired by blind 
cobblers, and results will always be justi- 
fied by the emplo yment of competent 
blind piano tuners; also, in many districts 
it will be found possible to engage the ser- 
vices of blind artistes for concerts and 
social evenings, and, when necessary, to 
obtain prescribed treatments of massage 
and physiotherapy from blind masseurs. 
If any difficulty is experienced in fnd- 
ing the address of the local organisation 
responsible for the welfare of the blind, 
particulars may always be obtaincd from 
the Medical Officer of Health. When ser- 
vice has been offered, volunteers who are 
prepared to be constant and regula: will 
find a welcome in the world of the blind, 
who through friendship, above all, may 
attain. self-respeét which leads to self- 
support and the independence of spirit 
which triumphs over cvery aflliction. 


H. L. H. 
FESTIVAL 


Communion at All Hallows and St. Olave's 
and a Festival Sermon on the Sunday morn- 
ing and a Family Gathering in the afternoon. 
(This latter is for members and probationers 
of the L.W.H. and their friends only.) 

The L.W.H. will be very pleased to wel- 
come any members or probationers of Toc H 
who care to take part in this Festival. 


THE ТОС H BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL OF 1938 


HREE months ago the chances seemed 
very strongly against Toc H celebrating 

the twenty-third anniversary of its Birthday 
by a Festival. Preparations for it, which 
were in full swing, came to a sudden halt at 
the end of September. Plans for the evacua- 
tion of Headquarters and the carrying on of 
emergency functions by Toc H took their 
place. It seemed unlikely that St. Paul's 
Cathedral and the Albert Hall would be full 
of members on December 10, or even that 
both buildings would then be in existence. 
The immediate danger passed and the 
threads of the Festival were taken up again. 
The crisis left its mark on the events of it, 
notably in two ways. First, it dislocated the 


organisation of it at the moment when this 
ought to have been proceeding at full speed, 
with the result, among other things, that 
invitations and tickets were issued very late, 
too late, in some cases, to be used. For the 
inconvenience and disappointment which 
this caused to guests, friends and members 
we apologise sincerely. 

The second result was a natural and proper 
one—that the Festival as a whole was more 
serious than usual, both in the items of its 
programme and the spirit of the thousands 
who took part in them. But it succeeded 
very well in being serious without being 
gloomy. The old feeling of unity and a new 
intensity of purpose were its keynotes. 
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|. GUEST NIGHT AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 


An old dithculty of our national Toc H 
Festivals is that so many members attend 
that there is very little room for guests. On 
December 8, therefore, a Guest-night was 
held in the Royal Albert Hall, at which the 
hosts were mainly members from the London 
Areas and the Home Counties, and the 
invited guests were Builders of Toc H, and a 
number of friends of the movement ог of 
individual members. The general public was 
also given the opportunity, for the first time, 
of obtaining tickets for themselves. The 
musical and dramatic programme, arranged 
in a different order, was the same as on thc 


Festival Evening two nights later. There 
was, of course, no lighting of new Lamps, 
but the Lamps, Rushlights and Banners of 
147 units in London and the Home Counties 
made their entry for the Ceremony of Light. 
The cumulative effect of a few minutes’ ovcr- 
time here and there in speeches and other 
events made the programme last longer than 
had been planned, and a good many people 
had to leave before the end. Let us be 
honest and admit the comment of some who 
were present on both nights—that “* Thursday 
was rather likc a dress-rehearsal for Satur- 
day." Dress-rehearsals are apt to be anxious 
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Fred Drake, 
to light the Lamps 


affairs, and there was a certain lack of ease 
on Thursday which showed not the slightest 
trace on Saturday. Many of the guests ex- 
pressed their enjoyment of Thursday evening; 
we only wish they could have been with us 
in the full tide of Saturday. 


The Speeches 
In the first half of the programme Harry 


М!’илахк (Chairman of the Central Execu- 
tive) introduced Tussy, who began by thank- 
ing the guests “ for coming here, for giving 
this leg up, for all they were doing for Toc H, 
and, even more, for all they meant to do." 
He went on to introduce ' the теат” on 
the platform. First, Dr. Sidney Berry (Sce- 
retary of the Federal Council of the Free 
Churches, а Vice-President of Toc Н)—“ Һе 
would not be here if Toc H were an Angli- 
can affair; born at the altar of the Church of 
England, Toc H was now as wide as it could 
be, resting alone upon the truth in Christ." 
Then, Harry Willink—'' twenty-one years 
ago a gunner Major came into the Old House 
and played the organ; he is still creating har- 
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Donald Campbell and Sir Charles 


Harington kindle their tapers 


Rex Саап behind them, Tubby and ‘Gen’ on the right 


mony." Thirdly, Viscount Davidsos ose 
entry into Toc H was due to Richard Dickin- 
son, Colonial Secretary of Rhodesia and Dist- 
ие Chairman at Livingstone, wit! nm 
Tubby had stayed in 1934: “Гога Davidson 
came in when Dickie died." 
Tubby went on to speak of ‘ Light’ not 
a sentimental ceremony.” 
“ The world is very dark again to-day. ‘The 
wind is rising and the rain is falling. You’re 


tired right out. You plod along the lane of 
life, on the look out for shelter. You pass a 
lot of institutes—even some churches—grand 
premises, where all is dark and shut. Then 
you just see a light. You follow it. You know 
that light means life and something done. You 
find a candle in the cottage window, and you 
find the door is open; you walk in. You find 
a welcome and some work to do. You like 
the people; they are genuine. They do not 
say a lot about our Lord, but you will find they 
pray for what they are doing. You are con- 
tent to be among their number.” 


Toc H was often poor. It could be stupid. 
It might be weak. Gladly it told its faults and 
hid its virtues. But it continued humbly to 
seek its Source— 

“ Which looks on tempests and 

shaken; 
It is a star to every wandering barque.” 


is never 


Lamps of London and the Home Counties are Ш 


D rv Berry then spoke. 
uld not help recalling words 
ken in that very hall last vear 
thering of youth, youth represent- 


"n v this country but the Dominions 

1 | person than Lord Baldwin. 
11 pretend to quote Lord Baldwin's 
wal Iv, but they were something like 


rv compromise with the infinite 
human soul leads straight back to 
l the jungle. Freedom of speech 
an c would be no more." Lord Baldwin 
then went оп: “ We hand the torch of this 
gre Christian truth on to you to rekindle 
апелу in every generation. Use men as ends, 
never merely as means; strive for the brother- 
hood of men, which implies the fatherhood of 
God Ihe brotherhood of mankind is often 
derided to-day and called foolish. You may 
evade it, vou may deny it, but you will find no 
rest, the world will find no rest, until it is 
acknowledged as the ultimate wisdom.” 
Those were great words because they were the 
absolute truth. 

They had been shaken up recently, and in 
that shaking they had rediscovered the value 
of things thev had hitherto taken for granted 

this marvellous freedom, for instance, this 
regard for the individual man, which had 
come down to them through the ages, won for 
them by the efforts of brave men and women. 
They had learnt again to value such things 
and along with them something else—a feeling 
that they must not merely praise them with 


words but vindicate them in à new мау in the 
kind of life they led. They must get down to 
a lot of things at home. It was, for instance, 
nonsense to talk about freedom if they were 
not going to give thought to the unemployed 
man, living in unhealthy conditions, tighting 
a losing battle. They must take this free 
society of theirs far more seriously than they 
had done, and show that freedom meant 
something splendid for every man. Не 
believed that all of those banded together in 
the great fellowship of Toc H could doa great 
deal if they meant business. Jt should be a 
society not known by the badge that it wore 
but Бу its sense of reverence before God, its 
trust in Flim, its one desire to see His will 
done, finding new links of understanding and 
fellowship between man and man until human 
comradeship reached out to all the ends of the 
world. 


Drama and 'Light' 


The episodes (see page 31) and the Cere- 
mony of Light followed, in which the Lamps 
and Rushlights of London and Home Coun- 
ties Branches took part. They were lit by 
Sir Charles Harington and Chairmen or 
members of the Area Executives concerned, 
from the Prince's Lamp, brought in by 
Arthur Pettifer (‘ Gen.’). 


T 


In the second part of the programme 
HUBERT Secretan read some overseas mes- 


sages to the Festival and then Lorn Davipson 
spoke. 

What, he asked, did Toc Н stand for? He 
would say to those present who were not mem- 
bers of Toc Н, that Toc Н stood for doing 
simple secular acts from spiritual motives. It 
brought comfort to all classes of people, and 
gave service to all classes of people who were 
not so well off or down on their luck, and it 
gave that little extra which made life worth 
living. 

If democracy was worth defending, then it 
was up to every citizen to serve, to be neigh- 
bourly and to work for the good of all. He 
wondered whether the onlv way to reach the 
goal was not to spend a little less time talking 
about defending things and to think more 
about going out and conquering evil. И only 
the Church could adopt the practice of Toc H, 
if Roman Catholics, Anglicans and Non-con- 
formists all combined on the central verities 
upon which they all agreed and went out as 
the Church Militant on earth and attacked the 
forces of paganism, it would be a much uobler 
attitude than to talk about the defences we 
could put up against the enemy. 

They ought to be proud, not in a vain- 
glorious way, of the fight their ancestors lad 
put up for freedom of speech and liberty of 
conscience. But the price of liberty was 
eternal vigilance, and he said without fear of 
contradiction that if Toc H were to become а 
universal organisation in this country, based 
on the simple exhortation ‘ Bear ve one 
another's burdens,’ they should have no fear 
from without. 


Не believed with Dr. Berry that sooner or 
later they would reach the goal of universal 
peace and brotherhood, but it would not be 
accomplished by lip service. It could only be 
done by self-sacrifice on the part of the indi- 
vidual, willing to do a job of work over and 
above his usual job. That was why he hoped, 
most sincerely, that those who were not mein- 
bers of Toc H would join a team and back up 
the work. By doing that they would not only 
be rendering a service to Toc H but to a much 
wider circle; living their religion instead of 
talking about it. He said that most deliber- 
ately because he felt that the time had come 
(and he knew it was most distasteful to most 
Englishmen to proclaim their religion and 
wear it on their sleeves), when forces abroad 
denied God and would even destroy Chris- 
tianity itself, for men to stand up for their 
religion and not be ashamed of it. 


Harry УМ паамк himself followed. It is a 
pity that so excellent a summary of what 
Toc H is and does was not heard by a good 
many members of the audience who had to 
leave while he was speaking in order to get 
home. This speech is being printed as a 
pamphlet, which we believe will be most 
useful alike to members and new friends of 
our movement. 


Barkis took prayers, and with the hearty 
singing of a Christmas carol the Guest-night 
ended and the great company of 7,000 
dispersed. 


Il. THANKSGIVING IN ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL. 


The comparative quiet of Saturday after- 
noon in the City was invaded by a stream of 
men and women. They thronged the steps 
of St. Paul’s, waiting: soon after 5 p.m. they 
were seated inside, filling the great church 
from end to end. The lights came up in the 
dome; the organ began to play. The con- 
gregation rose to its feet, with a sound like 
a wave breaking on a long beach, as the pro- 
cession of choir and Toc H padres entered, 
white surplice contrasting with black gown, 
with flashes of colour from hoods and the 
mitre of the Bishop of London. A verse of 
the National Anthem was sung. The service 
began with “АП people that on earth do 
dwell," an immense volume of sound. 

Tubby and Bobs Ford (Administrative 
Padre) led different parts of the service; Lord 
Wakefield read the lesson (Isaiah LXIII. 7-9) 
from the lectern, and the Dean of St. Paul's 
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a ' Dismissal’ from the pulpit, ending with 
the words “* Then shall every man have praise 
of God” (Г. Cor. ТУ. 4), which were the 
‘motto’ of a service which was called 
Everyman. Tubby had compiled it specially 
for this Festival, and a considerable section of 
it consisted of a new litany ‘On the Road to 
Emmaus,’ based on phrases from St. Luke’s 
story. Beautiful moments at other points in 
the service were the short versicles and 
responses ("from the teaching of Walter 
Frere,” late Bishop of Truro), which were 
said on behalf of the L.W.H.— 

Му God, I can wait 

If thou uphold те; 


Т can endure 

И thou sustain me; 

І can give up, 

If thou reward те; 

I gladly will do all, 
If thou command те. 


— 


And two verses by Lord Gorell, a Founda- 
tion member, who was in the congregation. 
These were той beautifully sung as ап 
anthem by the choir to the immortal tune of 
“О sacred Head, sore wounded," which 
Bach uses with such grandeur as a chorale in 
his Passion music— 


The souls of the departed 
Like ocean-tides, return 
Out of the everlasting 
‘Yo all the hearts that yearn. 
They lap about our footsteps, 
They listen to our fears, 
And in the vale of silence 
‘They whisper to our ears. 


They charm us back to childhood, 
Their music greets old age, 

{hey are, beyond all treasure, 
Hartli's lasting heritage. 


As long as we remember, 
‘heir lives are round us yet, 
And still their love enfolds us 
Long after we forget. 
The remaining hymns were old favourites 
'Praise, my soul, the King of heaven," 
“ Ye watchers and ye holy ones” and “О 
joyful Light, O glory of the Father "—this 
lag to a fine tunc (' Intercessor.' Hymns 
A. and М. 648) which was unfamiliar to most 
but might well take its place in Toc H. As 
an appendix to the form of service were 
printed two pages of “ suggestions for silent 
intercession during these days of crisis," 
which were so gratefully used by thousands 
in Westminster Abbey day and night last 
September, 


Hl FESTIVAL EVENING AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 


The Cathedral emptied its 4,000 worship- 
pers into City teashops. After the usual 
hilarity and hurry the stream set westwards 
on the Underground to South Kensington 
and the Royal Aen. Hall. There is no need 
to describe again that enormous ‘family 
circle ^ of a building, which first capitulated 
to i Festival spirit of Тос Н in 1925. 
From | two tiers of boxes and the steep 
cliff of the balcony above them thousands of 
faces, тоо far off to ће recognised, looked 
down upon the packed stalls and arena and 
towards the platform. 


The Festival Choir 


The semi-circle of the orchestra tiers at the 
back ot the platform was empty at the sides, 
awaiting the coming of Lamps and Banners 
for the climax of the evening. But in the 
centre, banked up to the organ, the ‘ Festival 
Choir ' was already in position. This special 
eflort of 120 London members, making their 
first modest public venture, deserves a word 
to itself. It has constantly been remarked 
that, apart from certain places like South 
Wales and spots in Yorkshire or the West 
Country, the singing of Toc H is nearly 
always a lamentable business. We don’t get 
much bey ond wailing or roaring two Ament 
can songs, Зена 2e * Marching 
through Georgia "—and we belong to a 


nation which has an almost unrivalled inheri- 
tance of good songs of the people and a 
wealth of "rur voices which probably has 
no rival whatever in Europe. Why, then, 
don’t the English sing—as they undoubtedly 
sang 300 vcars ago? Moreov er, why does not 
Toc Н, among ' jobs’ many of w hich are of 
far less value, help to lead a revival of sing- 
ing among Englishmen? This is a challenge 
to our national service which members have 

been very slow to take up. The reproach of 
it has been specially plain at Festivals, where 
we have so often had to get friends from out- 
side to do our singing m us. 'This vear the 
reproach was removed Бу a body of London 
stalwarts who for some wecks have given up 
long evenings to the ‘ Festival Choir.’ Dr. 
Sidney Northcote, of the Guildhall School of 
Music, was in command of the team—and 
the man who would not sing when he is con- 
ducting has yet to be secn. Four sections, 
under their sub-conductors, met for practice 
in the four London Areas. And the whole 
body vindicated itself triumphantly on the 
Thursday and Saturday nights of the Festi- 
val The Albert Hall is accustomed to its 
own great Choral Society of 800 voices, but 
120 qud H members filled it with sound, not 
only surprising in volume but really Мет 
in tone. All the things they sang were 
simple, but they were true music, sung with 
‘finish’ and with boundless enthusiasm. 
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There is nothing insuperable, for any willing 
singer, in their repertoire.* Yet many a 
member felt that the Festival Choir made the 
* hit' of the evening. And now, dear mem- 
ber, go thou and do likewise! 


The Speeches 
After the four songs (“Green grow the 
rushes-ho " was  encored) the speeches. 
Harry WILLINK, from the chair, introduced 
General Sir Charles Harington and Lord 
Clarendon. 


Of the first he said that twenty vears or so ago 
the original members of ‘Yor H had one well- 
known pastime—cursing the staff. But right down 
through every possible rank there was a name 
very well-known, though the man who bore it they 
did not often see: it was quite true to say that 
there was only one man on the General Staff 
whose nickname the rank and file knew. Harry 
went on to refer to General Harington’s long 
service to Toc H, to the House named after him in 
Gibraltar, and to his recent appointment as the 
Chairman of the Services Advisory Committee. 


Sir CHARLES HARINGTON. 


Sir CHARLES` HARINGTON began by confessing 
how he had got the nickname to which the Chair- 
mau had referred. When he joined his regiment 
forty-seven years ago the papers also recorded 
** another Irish blackguard ” called Tim Haring- 
ton, who had got two years’ imprisonment. He 
was called * Tim ' then and the name had stuck 
ever since. He then welcomed Lord Clarendon, 
who had been President of Toc H in South Africa 
when he was Governor-General there, and its 
staunch supporter for vears. Не went on to 
express liis pleasure at being present at a Festival 
after five years! absence in Gibraltar and his hope 
40 be able, now he had retired from the Army, to 
do something more to forward the work of Тос Н. 


Lorp CLARENDON. 


LorD CLARENDON said that his first duty was to 
read a message from their Patron, His Majesty 
the King. The King had charged him to give this 
to them on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen as 
well as on his own behalf. 


The King's Message. 


The Quecn and І send our sincere thanks to 
the Members of Toc Н for the kind and loyal 
message which has reached us from the Birth- 
day Festival. 


-is your Patron, I am glad to think that 
Toc Н continues lo provide the Youth of the 
Empire wilh material aid, while it also shows 
that voluntary service for others is as imporlant 
in building the character of cach individual as 


it is in improving the general 101 of the 
соттинйу. 
We pray that your work may prosper 


throughout the coming усаг. GEORGE R.I. 


Не then spoke from personal knowledge of 
Toc Н in South Africa, where Пе had been 
Governor-General for six years—of the work for 
it of Sir Herbert Stanley in the early part of his 
time and later of “the indomitable Tubby,” of 
Sir Patrick Duncan, the present Governor-General, 
and of Mr. Mackeustan in Natal. He mentioned 
the work of Toc Н in Southern Africa in boys’ 
clubs and welfare work, but especially for the 
leper and in connection with the native problem, 
in which he said members were not only forging 
a lasting link with natives themselves but ‘ stir- 
ring up among a large section of the community 
a keen desire to participate in work that was 
really worth while." He went on to refer to the 
part that Toc H was playing among English- 
speaking and Dutch-speaking South Africans '' at 
the present moment, when there was а recru- 
descence of very bitter feeling between the two 
white races." Finallv he stressed the task before 
Toc H in the present state of the world. ‘ If 
Armageddon is to be avoided a supreme effort 
must be made to conquer the evil spirits prevail- 
ing in mankind, for if those evil spirits prevail 
it is as true as that night follows day that both 
public and private morals must collapse. А new 
spirit of chivalry, a new spirit of unselfishness 
must be created if we are to overcome the forces 
of bitterness and hate. "The crisis has revealed a 
profound dislike of war and strife. I firmly believe 
that there lies hidden in man resources oí licart, 
mind and spirit which are only waiting to be 
called up in obedience to God's зпргеше plan.” 


TUBBY. 


After Lord Clarendon’s closing words, Rex 
thoughtfully stepped forward to adjust the 
microphone to Tuspy’s lack of inches. Tubby 
rejected the machine, explaining in a voice 
which filled the hall that he regarded micro- 
phones as only necessary for those who 
suffered from chronic laryngitis! 

He then went on to plead that the Strand 


Corner House should not become a midnight 
Mecea, but that the alternative of beds in their 


They sang a group of ‘‘ four songs of the British Isles "ЛИ throwgh the night (Wales), John 


Anderson, my Jo (Scotland), Eileen Aroon (Ireland), Green grow the rushes-ho (папа). The 
first of these, with a lovely ' lullaby ' tenor descant by Sidney Northcote himself, is published by 
Curwen, price qd., the other three are found in The Fellowship Song Book (Part I, Curwen, 35.) ; 
Hubert Parry's England (a good alternative to the same composer’s rather overworked Jerusalem), 
published by The Year Book Press, 4d.; Martin Shaw's great tune to Go forth with God, from the 
1936 Festival Masque (Oxford University Press, price 44.); and two items in the course of the 
dramatic ‘ episodes '—Clifford Bax's Turn Back, О Man (tune ‘ Old 124th’ in Songs of Praise) 
and Roger Quilter's setting of Kipling’s Non nobis, Domine (Boosey & Hawkes, 4d.). 


Supplement {о Toe И JOURNAL, Janua? v, 1939. 
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hotel m receive all members who could 
ес] If there were those who could not sleep 
at all, АП Hallows would be open for their benefit. 
He explained that this was advice, not orders 
please obey ! 

He went on to suggest that all who could should 
visit Tower Hill on Sunday morning and see their 
future home developing. Lord Wakefield and 
‘Anon ' had in ten years presented five fine houses 
and two sites. These last were purchased by Lord 
Wakefield to be the freehold site especially 
assigned as most appropriate and convenient for 
the building of Toc Н Administrative Head- 
quarters. When this could be accomplished, the 
heart, mind and spirit of Toc H, at home and 
overseas, would'thus be concentrated permanently 
upon one strategic spot. The audience showed 
that they would welcome this. 


j fa looked towards the platform.” 


[ubby went оп: ' In 1939 Old Moore will tell 
vou what is bound to happen. What really matters 
is not what occurs, but whether you have found 
that inward peace which gives you quiet courage 
and good humour. Life is so simple, if your 
mind's made up! Your souls are God's; your 
bodies are the King’s; vour service is everywhere 
vou are nceded:— defence, the refugees, the 
unemployed, the young, the poor, the sick, the 
leper colonies. Remember we old fogies are relv- 
ing on you to do what is right. We want you to 
reward our confidence in you, We've done our bit, 
with many faults and failings. It is up to you 
tonight—now carry on. 

“Tr is a joy to have Lord Clarendon, and my 
old chief, ‘Tim Harington himself. Here is our 
welcome home to both of them—two menu who 
have served Britain with their lives, and at all 
costs. 
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“Toc Н must face the sober facts today; but 
must not lose the element of fui; salt is a precious 
gift, remember that. 1 said my serious say this 
afternoon in the new service at St. Paul's Cathe- 
dral I hope that you will use it now and then. 
Take it home with you to your unit padres. И 
Toc H is not based upon God's will, it must 
decline. Only on this Foundation can it go 
forward to fulfil its task. Ана our task deepens 
in a darkened world, 

" Both our great Chiefs tonight are working 
members— Tim ! from the first, ere Talbot House 
was born. I first saw him in Flanders when one 
day 'buses were sent along the Wipers road to 
fetch down to 2nd Army Headquarters at Cassel all 
serving Chaplains in the Salient—including even 
4th Class Temporary Claplains, of which I was, 
of course, the handsomest! When we got there 
to tea, Tim somehow put his hand upon mv 
shoulder. I have felt it on my shoulder ever 
since. 

“Lord Clarendon was himself initiated into 
Toc H ten years ago in Mark II House, before he 
went out to South Africa. He comes back as our 
President tonight. llis son, Lord Hyde, was a 
devoted member. ‘The Chapel of Mark I Johannes- 
burg upholds his name and his shining example. 
George Hyde, who came up often to All Hallows, 
was equipped not only with tradition and with 
ability, both of them great, but with a deep con- 
viction of the Christ. He was a working member 
or Toc H and a true Scout, with a delicious 
humour; humble, sincere, and brave. 

““ Toc Н tonight, tomorrow and ahead, must be 
itself most humble in God's hands. It must pre- 
serve its sense of fun with salt. It must remain 
sincere; it must be brave. Pray for these four 
things in yourselves, my friends; and pray that 
they may rest within Toc H.” 


Messages 


After the interval Husert ЗЕСВЕТАМ (Hon. 
Administrator) read some of the messages 
sent to the Festival from all over the world. 


First of all, he said, he must read a telegram 
from the Duke of Windsor— 


Please give ту best wishes to all assembled 
for the Birthday Festival in the Albert Hall. 
EDWARD. 


This was quite unexpected and was received 
with loud and prolonged cheering. 

From the many home 1nessages only three were 
read—a personal one from Sid Ray at Stockton, 
and two from North of Tweed, Leuchars and 
Dundee. Overseas messages followed—from the 
new Branch at Huron, Toronto; from Winnipeg 
Area; ‘ Saludos’ from Toc H Argentine; from 
Auckland, New Zealand; from Brian Billings on 
behalf of Toc H Australia; from Poona, India; 
from Colombo, Ceylon; from Southern Africa 
Н.О. (“With you in spirit, keeping end up ћете”); 
from Eric ‘Tucker, Johannesburg, and from 
Krugersdorp Branch; finally two individual ones 
from Leigh Groves (Windermere) and Owen 

Watkins, one sick, the other out of England. 
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“From Darkness into Light" 


The гей of the evening led up to the 
Ceremony of Light. This year, in view of 
the seriousness of the times and financial strin- 
gency, there was to be no large-scale Festival 
Masque, with ‘many costumes and special 
music, a large orchestra and choir. Somc- 
thing much simpler had been devised by 
Barkis, a set of three ' episodes,’ in modern 
dress, involving a score of actors instead of 
hundreds. It was slight and simple in itself 
(subtlety is very hard to ‘ get over’ in the va& 
space of the Albert Hall), but it was intended 
only as an introduction to the Lamplighting. 
It was all mimed, without words, on the nar- 
row stage, with two figures in costume, stand- 
ing high up among the choir, to speak and 
comment and explain. The cast (like the 
choir) were all members of Тос Н or the 
L.W.H.; they were drawn from the * Acting 
Group’ of the Southern London Area and 
the * Toc H Players ' (two very hard-working 
teams of amateur actors) and from various 
London units. The speaking parts were 
taken by two professional actors who have 
long been members—George Skillan (The 
Spirit, who took a similar part in the first 


Festival Masque in 1925) and Stephen Jack 
(The Critic, who played in the Festival 
Masque of 1928), whose contrasting voices 
‘carried’ finely. The producer was Jock 
Ledward, another member who has put a 
series of excellent ‘ shows’ on the stage with 


the Toc H Drama League. Behind the scenes 
he was backed by a competent and self- 
sacrificing team who saw nothing of the play 
itself ‘from the front, Keenness and hard 
work beforehand by all concerned had made 
this venture a real delight to cveryonc who 
took part. 


The ‘episodes’ tried to suggest the con- 
trast between the hatred, despair and futility 
which have helped to make “ darkness " in 
the world of yesterday and to-day, and the 
"]ight" of hope, love and purpose which 
might be ours now and onwards and of 
which the Lamp of Maintenance is a symbol. 
The text of the ‘ episodes’ will be found on 
pages 31-34. The audience was much moved 
by the sincerity of the performance. 


urendon hgküng a Тарр (Elmstrad Branca 


[he Lamplighting 


il pisode of ** From Darkness into 
Lig] iid brought over 400 men, bearers of 
Lam nd Panen, on to the stage: by the 


ume the new Lamps had joined them there 
were 540 mcn in position there for the 
Ceremony of Light. 

Lord Clarendon took his seat in the centre, 
according to the time-honoured ritual, with 
the Prince’s Lamp before him. And the pairs 
of new Lamps came forward to right and left 
of him for their first lighting. It is always a 
cheerful and simple rite, the Lamplighter 
chatting with a bearer as he kneels with his 
Lamp, “Tubby kneeling alongside to explain 
and encourage; often. they were all seen 
smiling together. These were the sixty-seven 
Lamps of new Branches, in the order of their 
promotion and of their lighting: 


Bradwell (Norfolk), ‘Ticehurst (Sussex), New 
Swindon (Wilts.), South Salford (Lanes.), Lomas 
de Zamora (Argentina), Upminster (Essex), Elm- 


us Виниег on the left Tubby knee beside the Lam phgster. 


stead (Keni), Eltham (Londen), Rosebank (Trans- 
vaal), Shirley (Surrey), Witbank (Transvaal), 
Sheringham t Norfolk), Axminster (Devon), 
Bowers Grifferd (Essex), Ilminster (Somerset), 
Saltash (Cornwall), Saltburn-by-the-Sea (Yorks.), 
Torrington (Devon), Treorchy (Glamorgan), Bex- 
levheath (Кеп), Brandon (Suffolk), Carshalton 
(Surrey), Coulsdon (Surrey), Dunstable (Beds.), 
Norbury (London), Stony Stratford (Bucks.), 
Chatswood (N.S.W., Australia), Mitcham (South 
Australia), Mosman (N.S.W.), Victor Harbour 
(South Australia), Accrington {(Lanes.), Battle 
(Sussex), Clumber (Cape Province, South Africa), 
Congleton (Cheshire), Gatooma (Southern Rho- 
desia), Heaton Moor (Lanes.), Huron (Toronto, 
Canada), Lindum (Lincoln), Ootacamund (India), 
Selby (Yorks.), Shaw Park (Cape Province, South 
Africa), Sharston (Manchester), Worksop (Notts.), 
Atherton (Lanes.), Carisbrooke (Isle of Wight), 
Carmarthen (Carmarthenshire), Cirencester 
(Glos.), Corsham (Wilts.), Cowes and East Cowes 
(Isle of Wight), Dawlish (Devon), Deal and Wal- 
mer (Kent), Dunton Green (Kent), Greenford 
(Middlesex), Hawera (New Zealand), Kirkburton 
(Yorks.), Leyburn (Yorks.), Low Hill (Wolver- 
hampton), Newport (Mon.), North Harrow (Mid- 
dlesex), Norwood (London), Pontycymmer 
(Glamorgan), Portmadoc (Caernarvon), Redditch 
(Worcs.), Rhiwbina (Cardiff), Seven Kings 
(Essex), Willaston (Ches.), Willesden (London). 
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Meanwhile Assistant Lamplighters had 
been kindling the ranks of the old Lamps 
banked up upon the orchestra behind. These 
assistants were widely representative of 


Toc Н scattered through the world. They 
were : 


General Sir CHARLES HARINGTON (late of Gibral- 
tar), D. S. S. Вимоск (Brazil), Н. В. CoRLETY 
(India), А. S. CREMER (Gold Coast), Corporal- 
Apprentice DRAPER (Royal Air Yorce), Sergeant 
С. A. Fonp, К.Е. (Army), Chief Petty ОШсег W. 
JAGGERS (Royal Navy) and D. С. Onryrsixern 
(Cevlon). 

Then, with the lighting of the last new 
Lamps, the audience and choir rose to sing 
the familiar, soaring Hymn of Light. On 
Tubby’s word “ Light! " the hall grew dark 
and at the same time 260 golden flames rose 
slowly and simultaneously upwards as the 
Lampbearers lifted them—a most beautiful 
moment. The words of Remembrance were 


said; silence fell on the huge audience; the 
words of Re-dedication and their rumbling 
answer followed. The Ceremony of Light, 
from which even such numbers and sur- 
roundings do not rob the simplicity, was 
over. 

The ‘house lights’ came on and the 
crowd plunged joyfully into the singing of 
“The first Nowell.” Then short prayers, led 
by Kenneth Oliver (seen shortly before as the 
padre in the episodes), and finally the singing 
by the choir of Martin Shaw’s rousing music 
in “Со forth with God! " 


Go forth with God! the world awaits 
The coming of the pure and strong. 
Strike for the Faith and storm the gates 
That keep the citadel of Wrong. 
Glory shall shine about thy road, 
Great heart, if thou go forth with God. 


So let it bel This was the meaning, surely, 
of so high-hearted an evening. 


IV. SUNDAY SERVICES AND FAMILY GATHERING 


As always at Festivals, the sleeping City 
woke to unusual activity on Sunday morning, 
especially round about Tower Hill. At All 
Hallows there were large congregations for 
the Anglican Communion services at 8, 9, то 
and тї a.m. and at 8.30 and 9.30 at 
St. Swithun’s, London Stone, a City church 
which, first by Alan Colthurst, and now by 
Е. W. Baggallay as rector, with Gerry Наг- 
mer as curate, has been brought into lively 
touch with Toc H. The Free Church Com- 
munion at g o’clock in the lovely Norman 
Chapel of St. John in the Tower of London 
will long remain in the memories of the 200 
members who took part. Was it ‘poetic 
justice ' that the elders, retiring with the col- 
lection in their keeping, got lost in the precise 
dungeon where King John once squeezed the 
Jews? 

Protracted breakfasts, visits to 42, Trinity 
Square and all its appendages and to the 
beautiful house of L.W.H. at Crutchéd 
Friars, and listening to Festival Sermons filled 
the morning. Jim Davies (North Western 
Area Padre) preached at St. Swithun’s and 
Hersert Leccate (Assistant Administrative 
Padre) at All Hallows. There was much 
meat in both preachments and we hope in a 
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later issue to purvey some of it to readers of 
the JOURNAL. 


St. John’s Chapel, Tower of London. 


The Family Gathering 


After lunch in the City some 1,300 mem- 
bers made their way ' across country ' to the 


Family Gathering near the Marble Arch, in 
the Seymour Hall (a modern municipal 
swimming-bath beautifully disguised), which 
was perhaps the best place for this purpose 
that we have ever found. Brian Dickson 
(Central Executive) took the chair—or rather 
the microphone—in his lively fashion and 
introduced a short series of speakers. Most 
of the speeches were more serious than usual, 
but there were no dull moments in the 
afternoon. 


The first man ‘in’ was MicuaEL LUBBOCK 
(Western London Area Executive), who had 
given much help in connection with the 
Festival Choir. 

He said fie was sure that cach one of them 
was thinking of some particular point which 
most strongly impressed him as a result of the 
estival, of all he had seen and heard during 
the last day or two. Perhaps, then, he might 
tell them what he thought was the most 
important lesson to be learned from it. 


То achieve real progress and the only true 
happiness a man must live for an ideal. What 
exactly that ideal was, in what words he might 


express it, seemed to him relatively unimpor- 
tant. One man might call it Truth, another 
Love, or another, as he did, Beauty. АП great 


visions such as these were but different aspects 
of the one Reality. What was essential was 
that the ideal should be something outside 
man, greater than himself, not dependent on 
his moods ог his desires of the moment—still 
T lependent on the world, its whims and 
opinions. It must be something of the spirit 
which could lift him above the narrow interests 
ап the perplexities of ordinary life, and which 
would always be there for him to turn to, as 
the unfailing criterion for every thought, word 
and action. 


No doubt many, И not most, of them knew 
what he thought was one of the most beauti- 
ful svnibols ever drawn. In the second chapter 
of the Book of Revelations, in the words 
addressed to the Church of Thyatira, the man 
who endures unto the end has a wonderful 
promise made to him—*' And I will give him 
the Morning Star." The Morning Star, mark 
vou, not the Evening Star of the poets, which 
brings to a peaceful close man's life on earth. 
As they climbed the long hill, they would 
gradually see the Morning Star, full of hope 
and promise; for it would tell them that when 
they had finished the long climb, they would 
only be starting on their real Life, something 
infinitely more exciting and more glorious 
than anything they had known on this earth. 


When a man had once caught a glimpse of 
the Star, it would touch his innermost heart. 
And, in so doing, it would have reached what 
he believed to be the greatest part of him, the 
Artist—the Artist who must give his whole 


self to his dream, seeking always to know it 
better and to create it in his life—translating 
into action the vision that had absorbed his 
mind. So a man might suddenly see the gleam 
and, though at first he would not know what 
it was nor why it held him, he would find that 
he could never again turn his eyes from it. 
Gradually it would spread its enchantment 
until he felt himself compelled to give every 
talent and quality, everything of heart and 
mind and will, to creating in the world around 
him that Beauty which was its essence. In it 
he might find his guide, his strength and his 
happiness. 

So the dream would lead them on and they 
would see more clearly what they must give 
to the world and what they must make of 
themselves. The points of the Star would 
shine out until they filled their sight—Beauty 
and Rhythm and Truth, Faith and Love, Sim- 
plicity and Courage. And, indeed, it was not 
surprising that this vision should so absorb 
their hearts and minds and compel their alle- 
giance. For, as they would no doubt remem- 
ber, in the last chapter of Revelations came 
the answer—'' I, Jesus, am the bright, the 
Morning Star.” 


Howarp Dunnett (Pilot, Mark VIII, 
Sheffield) then gave a glimpse of Toc H 
South America, from which he recently came 
home, in a series of very amusing short 
storics, which served as an excellent foil to 
the serious mood of the speakers immediately 
before and after him. 


Jonn Granam (formerly Tubby's A.D.C., 
now curate at St. John's, Middlesbrough) 
confessed that for some time he had begun 
to lose faith in Тос Н but had been “ re- 
converted " by recent issues of the JourNAt. 
He believed in its mission in these critical 
days, and that it could receive power to fulfil 
it. 

Next the Chairman called upon Tuszv, 
who advanced, with his dog ' Smuts’ in his 
arms, to tackle his old adversary, the micro- 
phone. 


He thanked those who had told him he was 
‘looking fit,’ but attributed his tan to Cor- 
poral Hitler, or someone else, having run a 
bayonet, or poker, through the kitchen boiler, 
making hot baths impossible meanwhile. 
There was always a new crisis in Toc H—crises 
were daily things in Talbot House! 


He went on to describe a bridge at Bonn, 
which he had once seen with Barkis or Cyril 
Rushton. He remembered standing upon the 
bridge trying to decide whether they should 
first visit the scientific museum near one end 
of the bridge, or the home of Beethoven near 
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the other. In the museum one of the exhibits 
was the Neanderthal skull from Rhenish Prus- 
sia, famous among students of anthropology ; 
while the home of Beethoven contained the no 
less famous manuscript of the Moonlight 
Sonata, with words beneath it in the Master’s 
hand, '' To be played with feeling." He took 
this as a kind of parable. 

Germany stood upon that bridge to-day, and 
al free people waited her decision. The skull 
was typical of Power Politics, brutal and bes- 
tial. Twenty-four years ago the policy which 
the skull represented had cost the world ten 
million other skulls, three million being them- 
selves German. But Beethoven was also a true 
German. Which would come next—the skull 
or the sonata? 

“ We also," he continued, “ stand upon a 
bridge in Britain. The bridge is not the bridge 
of Wordsworth's poem. I wonder sometimes 
whether, when Wordsworth wrote his sonnet 
on Westminster Bridge, which ends with :he 
two lines : 

* Dear God, the very houses seem asleen; 
And all that mighty heart is lying still,' 

he really meant the House of Lords and Com- 
mons, where some retain the art of lying still! 

Toc H is also upon a bridge to-day. We are 
free men. At one end of the bridge is the 
attractive motto, * Please yourself,' and at the 
other end the word * Duty,’ which has no pre- 
cise equivalent in any European language. 
Which shall we choose—pleasure or doing 
right? We are indeed free men, but we would 
serve the Faith, the King, the poor. In 1871 
Monsieur Devine told France that for the pre- 
sent she must reckon duty superior to liberty. 
So must Toc H, facing 1939." 


There followed a short interval in which 
the audience stretched its legs, met its friends 
and kept the bookstalls busy. Then it settled 
down again to listen, first, to Norman Gurney 
(Cambridge University Secretary), who re- 
cently spent two years in the Antarctic as a 
member of the Grahamsland Expedition. 


He belonged, he said, to the generation 
which had grown up since the War and knew 
nothing first-hand of it. They сопа not take 
'Toc H ready-made from the older generation; 
they must re-discover its spirit for themselves. 
lt was a legacy passed on, a product of the 
aspirations of many men who had died. What 
were the vounger men going to do about it? 
What ought the task of Тос Н to be in these 
days? Our movement had the power of 
attracting men. What were they to do with 
them when they got them? The speed of a 
sqnadron, he reminded his hearers, depended 
on the slowest ship. This maxim must be 
applied to individual members of a unit: if 
such men were ‘' passengers " they musi be 
speeded up and helped by their fellow- 
members, particularly by the padre. ‘The job 
of Toc H was to encourage men to accept a 


соттоп bond of work and worship together. 
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Next, Kerru Fraser (Central. Executive, 


Eastern London Area) took the floor. 

He dealt clearly and concisely with a num- 
ber of points. He believed that Гос H should 
be in the forefront of the life round it in more 
ways than it usually was—-its unit was the 
Family, but outside was its life and work. He 
urged that their committees, Area Executives 
and even the Central Executive, should spend 
less time discussing details and rather split 
themselves into ‘teams’ to instruct and lead 
the membership in service. He warned them 
that real training, and not merely willing 
amateur effort, was needed for the jobs they 
ought to be doing. 

Тос П, he said, was born in one crisis, and 
in the present crisis it could do one thing bet- 
ter than any other, aud that was that it could 
show men how to live. He and they had got 
to go back to their liomes aud live in their 
homes the simple Гос М life. If be and they 
could go out from their homes taking with 
them the peace, certainty and confidence that 
God was with them, they would have a very 
steadying influence in the world to-day. What 
the world needed was men who faced facts 
and had made up their minds to go out and 
show others how to live. If they did nothing 
suffering would remain uuheeded, bitterness 
unregarded. If you were a good sailor in a 
small boat when a storm came you would not 
want to run for land; you would put out to 


sea. Now was the time for Toc Ш to put ont 
to sea. 
And now came the turn of Новевт 


ЗЕСВЕТАМ (Hon. Administrator), for whom 
the audience rose to their feet in applause, as 
they had done earlier for Tubby. What he 
said was a considered statement of policy, 
already agreed by the Central Executive. We 
have printed this statement on page 12. 

Finally, ЭтЕРНЕМ Jack (who took the part 
of the Critic in the dramatic episodes at the 
Albert Hall) said a few words about his 
belief in Toc H, of which he is an old mem- 
ber, before reciting Edmund Harvcy’s fine 
poem “The Bugler” (from the book, 
Gloucestershire Friends, written in a pri- 
soners-of-war camp in Germany) which was 
the prelude to Homegoing Prayers. 

Prayers were led by KENNETH Віохнам 
(Southern Area Padre) They ended with 
some verses written by a probationer, a Ger- 
man Non-Aryan Christian, who was present. 


* * * * 
And so home, to all parts of the Kingdom, 
from a week-end of Festival which was in 


the opinion of a good many the best they 
could remember. 


"FROM DARKNESS INTO LIGHT" 


Three Dramatic Episodes devised by Влистлу Baron for a Birthday Festival. 


Episode |. 


NOVEMBER 11, 1918. 


All the lights in the hall fade out. From 
the darkness comes the sound of the choir 
singing the first verse of “ Praise to the 
Holiest in the height’; then the voice of the 
Sririr speaking: 

Зенит: In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth; and the carth was with- 
out form and void, and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters. 

And God said “ Let there be light! " 

And there was light. (The Spirit appears, 

Uluminated). And God saw the light 
that it was good. 

Скиче. appearing in light, interrupts: 
" Good ' vou sav! Sir, how can you say that? 
What's the good of light except to show up 
the ghastly mess we're in? 

бриг: Do vou believe in God? 

Crivic: [ don't think I believe in anything. 
Sriri Chen what hope have you? 

Crivic mmpetuously : Hope! How can I 
hope for anything worth while? My father 
was smashed up in the last war when I was 
а boy—he's all broken and blind. I shall be 
killed, like as not, in the next war. Ten to 
one ту kid will go west in the one after. 
"There's no hope, that I can sec, for any of us. 

Svirir: Do vou believe that Love can ever 
win? 

Critic: Love! What does love count in 
а world ruled by force? Men don't love each 
other in industry—business is business. 
Nations never love one another— politics is 
cheating my neighbour, lying to him, hating 
him. Hate gets us all in the end. Hate 
blinded mv father on the stroke of the Armis- 
tice in 1918. Hate will.... 
Armistice—when the 
Watch! 


The dark stage is now flooded with green 
light. There is the sound of heavy bombard- 


Spirit interrupts : 
weapons of hate stood still. 


IN THE FIELD. 


ment in the distance and the ‘ tack-tack’ of 
machine-guns. Into the light from one side 
of the stage a British soldier crawls to the 
centre and crouches behind a low piece of 
‘cover? A German soldier is seen dimly, 
creeping down to the stage from the other 
side; as he comes into the light the British 
soldier fires his revolver and wounds him in 
the arm. The German returns the fire, 
shoots the British soldier in the head, blind- 
ing him, and then, drawing his bayonet, 
stands over him in acl to stab him as he 
crouches in agony at his feet. 


Critic, excited: There, I told you so! 
Where’s the hope in that, or the love? God 
isn't there—He's given it up. 

Spirit: Watch them. 


The German drops his arm slowly and the 
bayonet falls to the ground. Bugles and 
whistles from various directions announce the 
Armistice; the bombard ment suddenly ceases. 
The German stoops and drags the British 
soldier to his feet; clinging together they stag- 
ger from the stage. 

Critic, fascinated as he watches: And 


now they might start fair again! О God, if 
only еу could! 


Spirit: Turn back, О Man, forswear thy 
foolish ways. 
The Снов sings, as the stage grows dark 
again: 
Turn back, O man, forswear thy foolish 
ways, 
Old now is Earth and none may count her 
days, 
Yet thou, her child, whose head is crowned 
with flame, 


Sull wilt not hear thine inner God 
proclaim— 

“Turn back, О Man, forswear thy foolish 
ways." 


3I 
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Episode ll. 


TWENTY YEARS LATER. А COCKTAIL Party, лм UNEMPLOYED Max's HOME, л PUBLIC Park, 


The stage is in darkness. Above it the 


Spirit, lighted ир, speaks and the Critic 
answers him: 


Spirit: In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. All things were made by Him, 
and without Him was not anything made 
that was made. In Him was life—and the 
life was the Light of men. And the light 
shineth in darkness and the darkness over- 
came it not. 

Critic: The darkness overcame it not! 
Sir, why do you say these things? They 
simply aren't true. It is twenty years since 
the Armistice and still there is no Peace. 
Every time there’s been a chance of light, the 
darkness overcame it. If the Word was God, 
He’s dumb: He doesn’t speak to us men any 
more. 

Sririr: All things were made by Him. 

Critic, scornfully: What, slums and pros- 


titution and the bombing of women and 
children? 


Spirit: In Him is life—even if men choose 
death. He is light—even if they prefer dark- 
ness because their deeds are evil. 


Critic: Well, see for yourself; look at the 
world to-day. "Where's the image of God in 
us? We are ugly and vicious. We behave 
like monkeys or beasts of prey. Where's life 
—real life, І mean, with sanity and decency 
and beauty and joy? And where is your 
Light? The present is gloomy enough and 
the future looks black as night. 


Spirit: Life goes on, always ready to be 
used better. Light flickers and is often dim, 
but can grow into a steady flame. God 
patiently pursues His everlasting work, wait- 
ing for His own to claim the world for the 
throne of His love and power. The signs 
that I speak truth abound, though they be 
still hidden from your eyes. Only begin to 
believe and you will begin to see. Look 
more closely. 


Critic: Well, I can’t 5ее.... 
Spirit: Look closely now! 
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The hall is filled with jazz music. A spot 
of light concentrated on one corner of the 
stage, shows a cocktail party in progress—a 
young couple sitting together, and an elderly 
man with a young girl: they are all in even- 
ing dress. A waiter serves them with drinks, 
and a jazz trumpeter, in a white dress suit, 
dances round them playing. The young 
couple begin to dance. A padre enters and 
as he passes they mock him and turn away. 

The padre crosses the stage. As he does 
so the light fades out on the party and falls 
on the opposite corner of the stage, where an 
unemployed man stands, with his wife seated 
beside him nursing a baby. While the padre 
gets in touch with them, the light shifts 
again, to the centre of the stage. 

Here a Park orator is seen spouting from 
a rostrum, labelled “ What is Truth?” 4 
crowd gathers round him—a netwsboy with 
a poster (“ 120 Dead ”), two lads, one from 
the Eafkend, one from the Weñ, o pair «f 
‘sports girls’ in tennis and hiking kit, в hos- 
pital nurse, a blind woman. The two lads 


get into argument, start fighting cud are 
separated by the padre. The orator сезиси- 
lates, at the cocktail party, at the inc ioployed 


family and out into the audience al иней 
the crowd turns round to stare. 

A bookmaker and his ‘tick-tack nan 
arrive, and hustle the orator from his vosirum. 
The bookmaker starts business and the 
crowd, now joined by the cocktail party and 
the unemployed man, press eagerly round. 

Suddenly the air-raid syren is heard and 
the noise of planes zooming overhead. The 
crowd scatters in panic down an exit marked 
' Air Raid Shelter? The blind woman is left 
behind, frantically tapping about the stage 
with her white stick; the unemployed family 
huddles together in one corner. After a little 
several people dash out of shelter—one of the 
cocktail drinkers with the hospital nurse, who 
slips her own gas-mask on to the blind 
woman and hurries her away; the Westend 
lad and the padre who find and rescue the 
unemployed family. 

The‘ All Clear’ signal sounds: silence falls. 


Critic: Well played, you! That’s decent 
—] hadn't expected it. 

Spirit: If you have fajth, you will expect 
grcater things than these. If the World 
would only win back faith, Earth might be 
fair and all men glad and wise. 

The scence grows dark again and all the 
characters leave the stage. 

The Cuom sings: 


“Earth might be fair and all men glad 

and wise, 

Age after age their tragic Empires rise, 

Built while they dream, and in that 
dreaming weep. 

Would Man but wake from out his 
haunted sleep, 

Earth might be fair and all men glad 
and wise." 


Episode 11. 


lug Present Day. 


The stage ts still in darkness, only the 
Spirit and the Cnrric are seen. 

Serr: Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, ar nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? Мау, in all these things we 
arc more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us. 

(ds he continues speaking he stretches out 
his arms; his dark cloak falls away revealing 
a silver dress with the red Double Cross upon 
the breast.) 

Por I am persuaded that ncither death, nor 
life. nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things oresent, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Chri& Jesus our Lord. 

Cnrric, cagerly : О Sir, are you sure? 

рікті: 1 ат persuaded. 

Скилс: But how can 7 know that all this 
is truc? How can men like me be persuaded? 

Sri: There аге many men already who 
know these things in their heart of hearts. 
Seck them out and join yourself with them. 

Critic: But where shall I find them? Tell 
me where to look. 

Зриат: Look everywhere—even in the 
places where vou least expect to find any 
good. Look for faith where at first you sce 
only faithlessness, for hope among the lone- 
liest and the lost, for love in men who seem 
but to fear and hate their neighbours. Hid- 
den in envious hearts you shal] find the seed 
of peace, in suffering lives the springs of joy. 
For light rises in darkness, strength from 
weakness, purity where there is foulness, 
truth at last from lying lips. If you will 


A Ревмс PLACE. 


learn, you must first be humble, believing the 
best of all men you meet, finding goodness 
in the worst. Your pattern and your leader 
shall be a little child. Look even now! 


While he has been speaking the stage, now 
lighted, has filled with the same crowd, but 
т а new joyful mood. The newsboy with 
а poster “ Peace” comes on, and his papers 
ате bought and read eagerly. At the 
Spirit’s Jas? words the crowd parts slowly in 
the centre and shows the unemployed family: 
mother and child are sitting as on a throne 
and the husband, with a bag of carpenter's 
tools in his hand, stands beside them. The 
crowd turhs towards them surprised, silent 
and quite still. Only the jazz trumpeter 
moves: he comes forward, kneels and lays his 
trumpet at the feet of mother and child. 
The light slowly fades until the stage ts in 
darkness again. 

Critic: If only that could be true! I 
believe a better ume might come. 

Spirit: If more men like you believe that 
can be true, a better time will come. Earth 
shall be fair and all her people one! 

The Crore sings: 

“ Earth shall be fair and all her people 

one: 

Nor till that hour shall God's whole 
will be done. 

Now, even now, once more from earth 
to sky, 

Peals forth in joy man’s old undaunted 
cry— 

‘Earth shall be fair and all. her folk 
be one! '" 
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The stage is now brightly lit again, and 
empty of actors. 

Critic: O Sir, I begin to believe. 

Spirit: This is the victory that overcomcth 
the world, even our faith. And who is he 
that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

_ Critic: Show me how to begin. Set me 
in the way, alongside other men who believe. 

Spirit: I show you other men, beginners 
like yourself in the way. Behold, they come! 


The procession of Lamps and Banners 
begins to enter, coming out of darkness into 
brilliant light. The Prince’s Lamp, preceded 
by a big silver banner emblazoned with the 
arms of Ypres, heads the long line of Lamps 
up the centre of the hall; the Banners of the 
Branches file down from either side on to the 
stage and begin to fill the orchestra tiers with 
colour. As the procession approaches, the 
Spirit and the Critic come down to the 
stage, join hands and welcome it: then they 
slowly leave the stage, which is now set for 
the Festival Lamplighting. 

As the procession comes, the organ, with 
trumpet notes, leads the Choir into singing: 


Non nobis, Domine! 
Not unto us, O Lord, 
The praise and glory be 
Of any deed or word. 
For in Thy judgment lies 
To crown or bring to nought 
All knowledge and device 
That man hath reached or wrought. 


And we confess our blame, 
How all too high we hold 
That noise which men call fame, 
That dross which men call gold. 
For these we undergo 
Our hot and godless days, 
But in our hearts we know 
Not unto us the praise. 


O Power, by whom we live, 

Creator, Judge and Friend, 
Upholdingly forgive, 

Nor leave us at the end, 
But grant us yet to see, 

In all our piteous ways, 
Non nobis, Domine, 

Not unto us the praise. 


Non nobis, non nobis, non nobis, Domine. 


(NOTE :—We are indebted to the author, Clifford Bax, for permission to print the words of the three 
verses of Turn back, О Ман. The tune used in ' The Old 124th,’ from the Geneva Pselier, 1559. 
The words of Non nobis, Domine are by Rudyard Kipling, and we acknowledge permission го print 
them to Mrs. Rudyard Kipling. The music is by Roger Quilter.) 
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ACCOUNTS 


ar EDITOR, with his usual great 
kindness, has permitted me to offend 
his artistic sensibilities by allowing much 
space in the January JournaL for the pur- 
pose of publishing my usual Comparative 
Table of Builders’ Subscriptions and Unit 
Contributions and also the Income and 
Expenditure Account for the year ended 
October 31, 1938. Members and friends, 
therefore, are able to have a “ pre-view ” 
of the financial results instead of waiting 
until the Annual Report is produced in 
April next. 

It will be scen that the final deficit for 
the усаг amounts to £443 1. 5d., and 
that this represents an improvement of 
£228 7s. 114. on the previous year. 
Although small, the improvement is none 
the less gratifying and the increase of 
£1,051 in ordinary Income reflects the 
great work of many members and friends. 
Builders’ Subscriptions have increased by 
{843 and Unit Contributions by 514 and 
as these two items are what we like to 
regard as being part of our regular 
income, these increases are very important 
and we hope that this means that all of us 
are at last really tackling this financial 
problem and that similar annual increases 
will continue for years to come. 

We still have considerable leeway to 
make up as the Donations item includes 
many gifts which we know cannot be 
repeated in future years, and therefore our 
reliance must be placed upon Builders’ 
Subscriptions, Unit Contributions and 
Membership and Capitation Fees. This 
Jast item shows a small “ falling off " and 
therefore I must repeat my plea of 
January last, that Unit Treasurers will 
kindly help by being as active in obtaining 


Membership Cards for their Members as 
they are in dealing with their Unit Con- 
tributions to Toc H. 

During the month of October many 
exciting things happened in our financial 
world and not the least of them was the 
receipt of several gifts from members of 
Toc H, gifts ranging from a few shillings 
to a thousand pounds, and those members, 
together with a number of firms in the 
City of London, practically repeated the 
* Light Brigade " effort of October, 1937. 
Words are often most inadequate for a 
true expression of gratitude, but I hope 
that all who have helped will understand 
how grateful we arc. 

'The Contributions of Members for the 
years 1936/37 and 1937/38 are as follows. 
I am sure all will agree that it is a con- 
siderable achievement to have got so near 
to the figures of the year which included 
the * Light Brigade " Appeal. 


Donations : 1936/7 1937/38 
s. d. X (sad 

General ... 1,449 3 8 3,440 14 I 
Light Brigade 4,024 19 3 — 
Services 698 г 8 1,058 10 2 

6172 47 4499 4 3 
Membership 
Subscriptions 
& Capitation 
Fees ... 3,399 6 © 3376 
Builders 1,355 I 0 1,579 13 11 


Branch & Group 


Contributions 6,425 5 2 6,939 12 І 
Chaplaincy 
Donations ... 44 о о — 


£17.395 16 9 £16,394 11 9 


W. J. M. 
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А WELSHMAN AMONG THE LEPERS 


We print this month extracts from a letter received from D. Cetyn Evans, late of 
Toc H North Wales, and one of the most recent reinforcements to our team of Leprosy 
workers. Не sailed from Liverpool on September 28th to relieve Вил. Lampert at the Leper 


Colony at Zaria in Northern Nigeria. 


. I arrived at Zaria after two days 
in a train travelling at an average spced of 18 
m.p.h. through боо miles of "bush." The 
train was quite comfortable—except for the 
fact that there were periodical jerks forward— 
perhaps the driver had hiccoughs! Bill Lam- 
bert was there to meet mc. He was greeting 
passengers from the other carriage with a 
cherubic grin all over his amiable round face. 
When I approached him from the rear he was 
quite surprised—he said he was surc one of 
the chaps coming out of the other carriage 
looked like a grub-chaser. He was right— 
the other fellow chases tsetses. Wrong grub! 

We got to Wusasa, home of C.M.S. in 
Zaria Province, and, incidentally, the only 
Christian village in Northern Nigeria, by the 
hospital ambulance. There I was introduced 
to the bungalow I shall live in until Bill leaves 
the Colony and to my “ Boy "—a pleasant- 
faced lad called Hassan. I have since re- 
named him lanto—a Welsh name, which I 
think suits him. 

On my first visit to the Colony I was met 
by a crowd of about 15 small boys, some of 
them wearing nothing at all in the way of 
clothing, but all wearing a broad grin. I 
heaved a sigh of relief as [ thought that these 
fascinating little fellows at least were “ clean,” 
but I was horrified to note that the hand of 
one of them was slightly deformed and upon 
close scrutiny saw signs of the hideous cloud 
which hangs over them. 

I was then met by the Sarkin Kutare (Chief 
of the Lepers) and his right-hand man 
(Wakili), both lepers. They greeted me in 
the customary native fashion, bending down 
with their faces to the ground and saying 
‘Ranka shi dade," which, I understand, 
means "Long may you live." I answered 
with the customary “ sannu,” and these greet- 
ings were repeated for fully three minutes. 
Bill led the little procession through rows of 
neat little mud-built houses; the lines between 
them were swept clean and indeed everything 
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looked scrupulously clean. I had felt some 
qualms about meeting bad cases face to face, 
but when I did gaze at this horrible disease, 
at worst I felt only a decp distress and a won- 
derful feeling that, with Christ's help and the 
benefits of modern science, we could bring 
hope and relief to them. If you could only 
see them, the look of gratitude and, yes, 
happiness on their faces, you could not but 
love them; God's children as you and I, but 
with bodies horribly deformed, drumsticks 
for hands and no feet to speak of; some with 
vile festering sores on their bodies. By God's 
grace we are able to look further than jus 
the crust. Leprosy, even, cannot touch their 
souls, neither can it shut them out of His 
great family even though to the world they 
are dead. 

I'm afraid I'm getting a little dramatic and 
sloppy, but really, chaps, it's difficult not to. 
One feels so strongly for them out here. 
There are between 120 and 130 patients and of 
these only about 20 men and the same num- 
ber of women are able-bodied. In some cases 
the disease has advanced so far that they will 
never bc any use to society; others may get 
bctter and cured of active disease, whilst 
others will certainly be cured completely. 

The child problem is a real and urgent one. 
We require about £300 to build a créche and 
until we get it the clean children and babies 
have to live with their leprous parents and 
the chances are about fifty to one that they 
will contract the disease. We have a native 
teacher here who runs the school. He had a 
£ood position in a government school before 
he had to retire owing to his contracting 
leprosy. Не is quite poorly, but struggles 
on with the kids—and kids the world over 
are difficult at times! I'm afraid Mallam 
Haruna gets a rough time, poor chap; he is 
only about 24 years of age and I'm afraid he 
gets very depressed at times. 

The Colony is about a quarter of a mile 
square. On the south side are huge rocks 


inhabited by monkeys of the baboon variety, 
and snakes. Тһе monkeys are, of course, very 
funny to watch, but they are rather a 
nuisance. Our leper farmers have fields of 
onions and the monkeys are very fond of visit- 
ing them, pulling out bunches of onions, 
looking at them with expressions of utter con- 
tempt and throwing them away. pe 
they have Welsh blood in them and would 
take more kindly to leeks! A watchman has 
to be kept in the fields all day. The other 
day I took my rifle and shot two of them; 
let's hope they “lay off " for а while. 

Bill has taken me round the boundaries 
and has been showing me the different duties. 
He has to see that everything is kept clean 
and tidy; he superintends building operations 
(if there is money to build!) pays the lepers 
their weckly allowance, issues seeds to the 
farmers and collects the equivalent at the end 
of the season for re-issue next year. We have 
about fifty head of cattle lent by Mr. Baker 
of the Agricultural Dept. These are kept 
for their manure and are put into a compound 
at night. The compound is surrounded by 
thorns to keep out any hyenas or leopards 
that may happen along. One of the lepers 
looks after the cattle and sleeps in a little 
grass hut alongside the compound at nights. 
Bill is assisted in his duties by Miss Fegan, a 
voluntary Beira worker and she is invaluable; 
she kecps the books, teaches the men to read, 
looks after the interests of the women and is 


an all-round *' live wire” in the Colony and 
an expert on Hausa language. 

The Belra rest-houses are about a quarter 
of a mile from the Colony, mud-built, with 
thatched roofs and very troubled by white 
ants—but one gets accustomed to little things 
like that. When funds are available new 
rest-houses have to be built, as the present 
site has been condemned by Government. 

'The C.M.S. community at Wusasa has been 
very good to me and I'm sure I shall be very 
happy with them. There is an infant school 
and girls’ school here with Miss M. Locke in 
charge (among other heavy duties). These 
kids are wonderful athletes—I saw kids of 
about ten years of age jumping 7 foot 6 ins. 
on a pole jump and 3 feet 8 ins. on high 
jump! The Middle school is run by Rev. 
M. Hickin, and the up-to-date hospital is in 
Dr. A. B. Cook’s able charge, with Miss Saun- 
ders and Miss Prothero, a fellow country- 
woman, as Sisters-in-charge. Miss Sawyer, 
another Sister, is home on leave. Miss 
Saunders has done pioneer service out here; 
it was she who started the Medical work 
under Dr. W. R. Miller. 

I feel very proud to belong to this com- 
munity and pray that J shall have health and 
strength to help in this uphill fight against 
this horrible disease and in replacing the 
awful Moslem belief in fatality by the Love 
of God as shown in Him who commanded 
us to “cleanse the lepers.” DICHE! 


EVRY 


Movements of Leprosy Workers. 


Two more workers have been appointed 
and sailed for Nigeria on November 23— 
Leslie Arthur Helps, formerly a member of 
Rio de Janeiro Branch, and lately resident 
at Mark VII, and William Stanley Walter, 
a probationer of the Oxford Branch. Helps, 
after a preliminary period of training at Itu, 
is to proceed to Ogbomosho, and Walter has 
been posted to Uzuakoli. 


Fred Tuck’s leave is shortly to expire, 
when he will return to Uzuakoli. Не has 
been making himself useful, speaking at 
meetings and at the B.E.L.R.A. Exhibition 
at Croydon and elsewhere. 

Bill Lambert has come home for a spell 
of well-earned and very necessary leave, after 
which he will probably be appointed to open 
up new ground in East Africa. ` 
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THE ELDER BRETHREN 


Buppen.—On November 8, 1938, EpwARD 
SiNcLam Buppen, a member of Beckley 
Group. Elected 1.11.38. 


Curt.—On November 14, 1938, in an aero- 
plane crash off the coast of Northumberland, 
Sergeant W. A. Curt, R.A.F., a member of 
Kohat Group, India. 


Disort.—On November 20, 1938, as the 
result of a car accident, Комльр FRANK 
Плвом., aged 21 years, a member of Tiptree 
Group. Elected 16.11.38. 


JENKINs.—On November тт, 1938, after а 
long illness, Norman Gwynco JENKINS, а 


Sam Pickles, or 


member of Abertillery Group. Elected 


18.7.32. 

Kwuicur.—On October 17, 1938, С. D. 
Кміснт, а member of Portsmouth Branch. 
Elected 1.4.21. 

Pozzatt.—On November 12, 1938, FRANK 
Pozzari, a member of White Hart Lane 
Group. Aged 43 years. Elected 16.11.34. 

Rorrre.—On December 3, 1938, the Rever- 
end Joun Rorre, padre of Skyrac Group, 
Leeds. Aged 31 years. Elected 18.2.36. 

Waker. — On November 19, 1938. 
Freperick №. Waker, a member of Crewe 
Branch. Elected 22.12.36. 


Peter Ridgeway 


Tubby sends this note on Sam Pickles, whom the ex-hostellers of Mark 1, 1920 period, will 
remember. Later members have perhaps seen him on the stage under the name of ‘ Peter 


Ridgeway.’ 


A HE final fortnight in November has 

often proved most costly in old friends. 
This year it has not belied its character. Here 
is one case of three in the same week. 

“The Manchester Evening News rang up 
to ask for carly memories of Peter Ridgeway. 
This was the first news that I had received 
concerning the departure of a man who 
sprang almost to: eminence in acting—I am 
no judge of fame in that profession. The 
name itself which. he adopted was no doubt 
mo&t essential and correct; but those who 
were at Knutsford in '19 could not forget 
Sam Pickles had they tried. Sam was a most 
distinctive personality. He first came to 
Le Touquet in the snow after the Armistice, 
a square-built Gunner, with hair which grew 
at an alarming rate above a bold and open 
Yorkshire face, where smiles were very fre- 
quent in those days. We then demobilised, 
and he came to Knutsford, witnessing from 
the Gaol, now disappeared, the miracle of 
English Spring in Cheshire. There would 
be no more war: we were delivered. 

“At Knutsford Sam began upon his 
studies. These had a curious effect on him. 
Is и heretical to believe that some keen 
minds, gifted with native wit and shrewd- 
ness and ambition, are not meant to be sub- 


jected to much education along the lines of 


40 


regulated study? Sam had a bulldog which 
he brought to prison. Within the social lite 
of Knutsford both took their place, without 


a doubt. Within the academic world they 
failed. 

* Sam therefore left, and when ! сопе to 
London he and his wife took, for some time 
at least, domestic charge of the fir Mark I 


at 22, Queen's Gate Gardens, and cooked and 
made the beds as best they could. The 
memories of many men scattered about the 
world recall with gratitude the sterling worth 
of Mrs. Sam, who never knew defeat when 
men came in most unexpectedly. But Sam 
had other ends in view. There ти have 
been a certain hidden talent rebelling against 
domestic drudgery. 1 noticed that his Eng- 
lish was advancing into а genuine love of 
literature. On my advice studies were ге- 
commenced; and at a course of local Evening 
Classes he met, brought home, and finally 
completed the transfer to Mark I of Archie 
Maclaren. At that time all our meals were 
in the kitchen, with the result that there was 
no distinction, except in duties, betwcen hos- 
tellers and the domestic staff. We sat at the 
same table day by day, and shared our meals 
and talk with one another. So Archie came; 
and in this sense at least Sam Pickles was 
responsible for finding the first man to begin 


Toc Н Calcutta. He found him at a Night 
School in South Kensington. Archie went 
out and found four like himself. The fifth 
who found Toc H in this small pool became 


the leader of Toc H in India. So God can 
catch a salmon with a minnow. 
"Sam's discontentment grew. He left 


Mark I, and since those days I very seldom 
saw him. But now and then he came to sec 
me Негс, or sent me tickets I was grateful 
for. Theatres are not now possible for mc, 
so that I never was myself enabled to sec him 


act; but those who went came home and told 
me that his fame was well deserved. Mark II 
had also аза junior Marksman, who rose to 
be a trusted friend of Fleming, a man whose 
name is very widely known and very much 
respected on the stage. I trust that future 
members of Mark I will not forget that Sam 
rctrieved a failure after a time spent in their 
humble service. His life has been too short; 
but it enriched the English stage through 
gifts doggedly developed. His hidden talents 
came to their fruition."—P. B. C. 


Tubby, with ' Smuts’ 


Honorary W ardens 


The Honorary Wardens who have kindly 
given their services at the Old House 
Popcringhe during the past two years have 
done yeoman work. It is again proposed to 
call for volunteers to take duty from June 1 
to September 30, 1939. The Secretary to the 
Old House Committee, 47, Francis Street. 
S.W.1, will be glad to receive the names of 
those willing to serve for a week or longer 
together with a choice of dates most con- 
venient to them as soon as possible. А train- 


at the Old House 


ing weck-end for those who have not under- 
taken this duty hitherto, or who have not 
been on a Pilgrimage, will be held at 
Poperinghe over the week-end of April 1-2. 
For those who have been on a Pilgrimage a 
training afternoon will be held in London on 
Saturday, March 18. The expenses of those 
eventually selected for duty as Honorary War- 
dens will be paid for from the Old House 
funds. 
Р; Aces! 
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THE FAMILY CHRONICLE 
From the West Yorkshire Area 


Despite the epoch-making events -which 
have occurred during the last year, 1938 seems 
to have slipped by very rapidly. In marked 
contrast to the political sensations on the Con- 
tinent, our own community of Toc H in West 
Yorkshire appears to have pursued its activi- 
ties with that solidity and lack of perturbation 
for which Yorkshiremen are noted. It would 
not be true to say, however, that the events 
of last September made no impression on the 
membership. For many months A.R.P. 
classes had been affecting attendances at 
meetings, and when the crisis became acute, 
still more members were required for gas- 
mask fitting and similar emergency work. 
One wonders what would be the state of 
Toc H today if war had come. Shorn of a 


. large proportion of its moŝt active members it 


would have had to re-model itself completely 
to fit wartime conditions. Toc H has become 
a part of civil life to a greater extent than 
most of us realise, and the Movement, born 
out of war, would have had to re-form itself 
to deal with the same situation as that which 
brought it into being. 


The Area undoubtedly benefited through the 
Birthday Festival in York in December, 1937. 
Many members returned with renewed enthu- 
siasm and conviction, and determination to 
do all they could to strengthen and widen the 
family. This increased zeal has shown itself 
in a general improvement in Unit life, and 
the starting of some half-dozen new Groups. 
The same trend has been manifested in our 
finances. We started the year with the aim 
of raising an additional {200 as our share of 
the Headquarters deficit of £5,000. Almost 
£90 was raised by the self-denial scheme in 
May, in which most members participated. 
There has been an addition of {55 in 
Builders’ subscriptions, and Units have 
increased their contributions by £45; thus we 
have the satisfaction of knowing that we have 
practically achieved our aim. The task for 
the new year lies in covering the Хдо raised 


by the special appeal of last May by new 
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Builders and increased Unit contributions. 
It can be done if each member wil! once again 
make it his personal concern. 

Here in summary form is the news from 
the Districts : 

Our Swale District covers that wide Area 
of North Yorkshire from the head of Wens- 
leydale in the west to Northallerton and 
Thirsk in the east, The number of Units 
continues to grow, and the past year has seen 
the official recognition of new Groups at 
Aysgarth and Middleham. We are grateful 
to the Bishop of Ripon, who, as a kcen mem- 
ber, was present at the Rushlight presentation 
to both these Groups. Leyburn is to be con- 
gratulated on reaching Branch Status after 
three years of active existence as a Group. 
The departure of the Rev. A. R. Browne- 
Wilkinson has robbed the District of its 
Padre and a great leader. We can only con- 
gratulate Chichester on its gain. А success- 
ful Training Week-end was held їп Мау 
when the Rev. Arthur Howard fulfiiled one 
of his last engagements before leaving the 
Staff. The District’s main problem lies in 
the shortage of leaders, and this is all the 
more pressing in view of the need for helping 
new Units to be founded on a sound basis. 
However, the District Team is well aware of 
this and has plans to overcome it. 

Central Yorks. has also experienced a con- 
siderable increase in its strength, with the 
new Groups at Hookstones and Wetherby 
firmly established. The influence of the 
members from the R.A.F. Station at Dish- 
forth is felt not only in Boroughbridge, but 
throughout the District. The District Team 
is active, and judging by the support given tc 
Guestnights and similar events, the Unit: 
are thoroughly ' District-conscious.' 

In North Craven the Group at Austwick 
has now received its Rushlight. Alec 
Churcher gave a memorable talk at a Districl 
Guest-night at Settle last March, and in Sep 
tember a successful afternoon Rally was helc 
at Austwick. 


An interesting venture is taking place at 
Keighley, where members of the Branch are 
working for the establishment of a Com- 
munity Centre on one of the town’s new 
housing cstates. ‘Their experience, together 
with that of the Southey Group who are 
conducting a similar experiment, may be of 
considerable use later on to other Units who 
wish to tackle this most valuable form of ser- 
vice to the community. The other Groups 
and Branches in the District are all very much 
alive, but unfortunately space docs not allow 
us to enlarge on their various activities, 
beyond mentioning that Shipley have now 
moved into new and commodious premises 
in the centre of the town, which were for- 
mally opened in November with much im- 
pressive(!) ceremony. Two successful Dist- 
rict Guest-nights have been held during the 
year, and to the recent one we had the plea- 
sure of welcoming several of our growing 
army of local “ Builders." 

Leeds Distriét have specialised in recent 
years in united District Services with 
L.W.H.. followed by informal gatherings. 
At the last of these events, held at Moor 
Allerton, we were lucky in having Herbert 
Leggate as our principal speaker. 

Heavy Woollen and Wakefield both report 
considerable activity, and new Units at Hor- 
bury, Knotiingley and Royston. The mem- 
bers of Heavy Woollen District spent a day 
in the country at Wentbridge in June, and 
are planning big things for the new year. 
One of the best Training Week-ends of re- 
cent years was held by the Wakefield District 
at Pontefract on November 26-27. About 
forty members took part. The main theme 
was the study of the barriers which divide 


men. These were dealt with under the head- 
ings of " Race and Colour," “ Youth and 
Аре,” “ Class," and “ Denomination.” One 
feels sure that all who attended these sessions 
and joined in the keen discussions which fol- 
lowed them, felt they had derived great 
benefit from this week-end. 

Huddersfield has no outstanding items to 
report, beyond the good news of the granting 
of Branch Status to Kirkburton. The cor- 
porate District Jobs in connection with the 
Huddersfield Carnival, and the Seamen's 
Effort for the Central Lads’ Club, were well 
carried through. The District Dance, which 
scems likely to become a most successful 
annual affair, was held again in December. 

South Yorkshire has recently welcomed 
Howard Dunnett, who comes to Sheffield as 
Pilot for the Division and the Mark. Both 
the Sheffield and Rotherham and Mex- 
borough District Teams have instituted an 
interesüng series of talks and discussions to 
take place during the second half of their 
monthly meetings, with a view to bringing 
their members to a greater knowledge of the 
life of their Districts, and how best Toc H 
can make its contribution. Rotherham and 
Mexborough have plans to emulate the 
example of Sheffield and run a Boys’ Camp 
next summer, on a District basis. Although 
the District does not cover a wide area, the 
fact that the Units are placed almost in a 
straight line up the valley of the Don makes 
co-operation no easy matter. However, diff- 
culties exist to be overcome, and the District 
Team is making a determined effort to 
infuse fresh life and enthusiasm into its five 
Branches and Groups. G. J. 


From the South W estern Area 


What an amazing mixture the South- 
Western Area is! Faced with a General 
Knowledge question, “‘ What do you know 
of the South-Western Area ?”, how many 
people would reply, “ Тһе South-Western 
Area is a collection of seaside resorts with 
Devonshire in between "? But there is more 
in it than that—there are certainly many and 
lovely seaside spots, and there is also almost 


every other kind of feature imaginable—big 
towns, like Exeter, Plymouth, Taunton, 
Bridgwater, Barnstaple—and а host of fas- 
cinating “ old-world " smaller market towns, 
some of them right off the present main 
roads, quaint survivals of a very ancient 
civilisation, and reminders of ancient roads, 
now left behind by modern highways; then 
there are various and rather unexpected 
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industries—potteries near Newton Abbot and 
at Truro, china clay in North Devon, en- 
gineering at Camborne and, most surprising 
of all, a works at St. Ives, of all places, where 
they print silk and cotton: fishing is unfor- 
tunately not what it was, but pilchards are 
still doing well at Mevagissey; carpets are once 
again being made at Axminster, and it is said 
that the majority of gloves worn by the world 
and his wife are made in South Somerset. 
But much of the Area is given up to agricul- 
ture, and there is every kind of landscape, 
moor and mountain, cliff and strand, plain 
and lane. And what a slice of England this 
is! —the distance from Exeter to Penzance is 
roughly the same as that from London to 
Newark-on-Trent—and there is, somehow, 
something rather thrilling about a certain 
signpost, 7 miles west of Launceston, which 
says “49 miles to Exeter." 

For Toc H, three things emerge from the 
foregoing—(a) the glorious opportunity of 
many different types of men mixing together; 
(b) the test of the adaptability of Toc H to 
seaside town, manufacturing centre, and rural 
village; and (c) the wonderful readiness of 
Toc H men to travel large distances to meet 
fellow members (though here it is only fair 
to add that we are warning members not to 
let zeal for travel become an embarrassment 
to the less wealthy men). 

Toc H in Cornwall had a very happy 
County Festival in October, when about 500 
from all parts of Cornwall and West Devon, 
and a party from Exeter, met at St. Austell. 
The Bishop of Truro was to have been the 
preacher, but he had volunteered for Czecho- 
slovakia and his place was very ably filled by 
the Vicar of Falmouth (the Rev. O. R. M. 
Roxby), who told us it was his first Toc H 
job, as he had been initiated four days before. 
At the Family gathering John Palmer proved 
that Cornwall has a sense of humour by 
raising four laughs in the first two minutes. 

Numerous Units are running campaigns 
in aid of B.E.L.R.A. and one Unit, while still 
a “ Grope,” if you please, succeeded in re- 
viving and organising Hospital Sunday. At 
agricultural shows and “entertainments of 
the like kind," there is a move to run a 
Toc H tent, where refreshments are pro- 
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vided, information and literature on Toc Е 
is available, and visitors may meet Toc E 
men. Then there is the move to extend thi 
fellowship of Toc Н to foreign students— 
this is being done regularly in Exeter, and wi 
suggest that it might well bc taken uy 
wherever there are forcign students. Thi 
educational authorities are usually more that 
ready to help us make contacts, and the bene 
fits of our fellowship with young men from 
other parts of the world are very considerable 
on both sides, and may well have a far-reach 
ing influence on the peace of the world. 

Ás for questions that arc being faced, ther« 
is the use and abuse of Guest-nights anc 
Birthday Festivals; many of us are feeling 
that the right use of these events should be 
to introduce local people to Toc H, and tha: 
they are being misused when all the nearby 
Units are pressed to attend every Guest-nigh: 
and Birthday Festival. We were present a! 
a Unit meeting recently when no fewer thar 
three such invitations for three nights in one 
week were read out; this, we fecl. is excess. 
and that we have no right to expect men te 
spend money or time to this extent. We are 
suggesting to Units that they set out to get 
local guests for these events. There is alse 
the feeling that there is more reai fcliowship 
in a smaller gathering, with real mixing, than 
in too much of the Town Hall type of Guest- 
night, where too often each Unit tends te 
stick together too closely. 

Five Units have recently been given Branch 
Status and had their Lamps lit in December 
—Saltash, Torrington, Axminster, Ilminster 
and Dawlish (which reminds us of the fact 
that all Toc H Lamps are made in Exeter— 
Messrs. Wippell’s recently had a wonderful 
display of them in one of their windows). 
Okehampton, Crediton, Salcombe, Boving- 
ton and Helston have lately received Group 
Status, and potential Units are working to- 
wards Group Status, at the time of wwiting, 
at Fremington (a little port in North Devon) 
Launceston, Dartmouth, Ottery St. Mary, 
Bodmin, Honiton, Chulmleigh (a little town 
a mile from the Exeter-Barnstaple road), St. 
Austell, Liskeard, Cullompton, Lapford (a 
village of 500 souls, also on the Barnstaple 
road), Cockington-with-Chelston (where Tor- 


quay have released seven of their members 
to found a new Group), Burnthouse Lane (a 
suburb of Exeter), Ilfracombe, Camborne, 
Cardinham (a village tucked away in a cor- 
ner of Bodmin Moor), South Molton, Port 
Isaac and Washford; several of these will 
probably have received Group Status by the 
time this appears in print, and in each case 


they are doing well. 1938 has been a good 
year for extension, thanks to the energy of 
“ key-men " or nearby Units, and it is being 
abundantly proved that Toc H can be born, 
and can live-and grow in tiny country places, 
as well as in towns. We believe it has its 
opportunity wherever a dozen men can be 
got together. ЕРЕ (Ge 


TOC H ENTERTAINMENTS 


М January 9 the Гос Н Drama League 

аге presenting The Late Christopher 
Bean at the Sadler’s Wells Theatre, Rose- 
Бегу Avenue, London, E.C.r, in aid of the 
work of the London Police Court Mission. 
Tickets, ranging in price from rs. 6d. to 
125. 6d., can be obtained from С. J. МовьЕх 
Јлсов, 27, Gordon Square, W.C.1. The high 
standard of Toc H Drama League produc- 
tions is by now too well known to need em- 
phasis here, and it is to be hoped that the 
membership in London, and within range of 
Sadler's Wells, will turn up in force with 
their friends to support this venture and to 
help so good a cause as the London Police 
Court Mission. Last season the Drama 
League raised £566 gs. тоа. for the same 
cause by their production of Milestones. 


The work of the Toc H Entertainments 
Committee goes on quietly and almost con- 
tinuously throughout the year and is little 
heard of by the membership who are some- 
times inclined to regard all this “ play- 
acting " a little contemptuously as though it 
were not a form of service really worthy of 
Toc H. Here are some facts about the 
activities “ controlled ” by the Entertainments 
Committee : 


The Toc H Drama League concentrates its 
energies almost entirely on the big Central 
London productions (such as The Late 
Christopher Bean—sec above). Its future 
plans include the production of She Passed 
through Lorraine, also at Sadler's Wells, on 
April 24 in aid of the Servers of the Blind 
League. 


The Toc H Concert Party give free enter- 
tainments in institutions and clubs in and 


round London and help to raise funds for 
various local charities and churches. 


The Toc H Orchestra does similar work, 
and in addition plays in prisons and at the 
Leper Colony near Chelmsford. 

The Toc H Players are a freelance touring 
company who give plays at various clubs and 
institutions and also help with District and 
Area Guest nights. They arc often at work 
several nights а week. 

The Area Acting Teams were formed in 
London in 1935 to encourage and develop 
acting talent among the membership. 
Although two of these have now ceased active 
work, the Southern London Team have made 
great progress and have given over fifty per- 
formances of one or three-act plays since their 
formation. 

There is now a hope that the Toc Н Charr, 
which performed so satisfactorily at the 
Albert Hall during the Festival, may keep 
together and constitute itself yet another sec- 
tion of Toc H Entertainments. 

All the activities recorded above are centred 
in London, but in many other places similar 
work is going on of which there is unfor- 
tunately no centralised record. In Somerset, 
for instance, a company of Toc H actors are 
during this winter touring towns and vil- 
lages, giving two plays in aid of the work of 
the British. Empire Гергозу Relief Associa- 
tion. These plays—Ancestors, a wordless 
phantasy, and The Bowman, a play of 
the days of King Arthur—are both by Major 
J. A. Garton, a Toc H member not unknown 
to radio audiences, who is himself producing 
them. We hope to publish a review of these 
productions in a future issue. 
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MULTUM IN PARVO 


€ The Central Executive have asked for the 
co-operation of every unit of Toc Н at home 
in providing quickly an accurate picture of 
the nature and extent of Toc H service. For 
reasons explained in the covering letter to all 
units, this may be of very great importance 
at a time when the value of voluntary service 
is being widely challenged. АП units should 
have made their return without fail by 
December 31. 


У Tue ОокЕ or Devonsuire and CoroNEL 
Sır Maurice Hankey have accepted office as 
Vice-Presidents of the Toc H Association. 


У: Many members will be sorry to hear that 
H. Lzicu Groves, a Vice-President of Toc Н, 
has been laid up for some weeks. He is now 
regaining his health. He will soon be com- 
pleting his year of office as High Sheriff of 
Westmorland. 

% Padre Corin Marr will be leaving Cam- 
bridge on January 7. His institution and 
induction as Rector of St. Edmund, Exeter, 
will take place on January 12. 

* The Rev. Davip Forp (Great Crosby, 
Liverpool) joins the stafi on January 11. In 
March he will go to live in Mark XI, Leices- 
ter, as the “© Murray Smith " Chaplain. 


УЕ Congratulations to CoriN STEVENSON 
(West Midlands Area and Border Counties 
Secretary) on his engagement to Miss Mary 
Auprep, of Chipping Campden, Glos. 


X The formal opening by Lord MIDDLETON 
of Wesrsourne House, Prince's Avenue, 
Hull, as “Тос Н Marx X,” the title once 
held by Clarendon House in Hull, will take 
place on January 20. The Chairman of the 
House of Commons Group, Major W. H. 
Carver, M.P., will be in the chair. 


У: Branch and Group Secretaries and Trea- 
surers are reminded that MEMBERSHIP CARDS 
for 1939 are now being issued on receipt of 
capitation fees. Arca Members should obtain 
their current cards through their Area Mem- 
bers’ Hon. Secretary (or the Arca Secretary). 
Central and Services Members should com- 
municate direct with the Registrar at Head- 
quarters, except where some other arrange- 
ment applies locally. 


У The following Groups have recently been 
recognised: Sundridge Park (Southern Lon- 
don Arca), Knighton (East Midlands Area), 
Bingham (Notts and Derby Arca), Stafford 
(West Midlands Area), Bycella and Mutira 
(India). 


A Bag of Books 
The Crisis and Democracy. By J. Eric Fenn. 


Moral Rearmament. By Sir William Bragg, Sir Walter Moberly and Lord Kennet. 
Both in ' Crisis Booklet’ series. Student Christian Movement. 15. cach. 


Mr. Fenn's analysis of the significance of 
the crisis will no doubt challenge disagree- 
ment in many quarters. Whether readers 
agree with it or not, it will be difficult for 
them to avoid a sense of disquiet over the 
inglorious part played by the democracies in 
recent events. The booklet will have ful- 
filled a good purpose if it causes people, as 
it well may, to ask themselves what they 
mean by democracy. The word has come 
to stand for an emotion rather than for a set 
of ideas; this I believe to be dangerous. The 
concrete suggestions concerning the near and 
distant tasks that face us are worthy of 
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detailed discussion by any unit of Toc H. 

Moral Rearmament is a ѕсгісѕ of broad- 
cast talks which is published by permission 
of the B.B.C. The talks arose out of the 
letter in The Times of September то on the 
question of moral rearmament. No one who 
reads these three talks will be able to find 
complete relief by blaming other people for 
the situation into which the world has come. 

The questionnaire at the end of these book- 
lets make them very useful for units which 
are prepared from time to ume to try the 
wav of Group discussion. 

H. L. 


THE OPEN HUSTINGS 


Outdoor Ad vertising 


Sir, 

I would like to back up Mr. Humphrey 
Baker’s article in the December ]обкмат, on 
“ Outdoor Advertising,” by expressing the 
hope that members will consider whether 
they can assist the work of the Scapa Society 
on the lines he indicates. 

Some of us have watched the steady in- 
crease of this litter of advertisements with 
real distress and indignation. So many vil- 
lages arc being spoilt through lovely little 
cottages being plastered with advertisements 
for cigarettes, magazines and the like. In 
Yorkshire the old stone Toll-bar houses have 
been particularly infected by this plague 
because they usually have a prominent posi- 
поп on the main roads. 

The approaches to our larger towns on the 
main roads arc the greatest disgrace, and cer- 
tainly would not be tolerated if the com- 
munity hac а stronger sense of order and 
beauty. Itis significant that Nazi Germany, 
whose social system we consider so inferior 
to our own, is far ahead of us in this con- 
nection. As it is, in this country it is just 
an expression of a fact that we consider 
the claims of commercialism greater than 
esthetic values. and the maintenance of the 
characteristic English countryside is not so 
important as the opportunity for individual 
profit-making. That is the creed to which 
we subscribe if we acquiesce in the spoliation 
of the country, and it is one which it is hard 
to reconcile with the ideas and valuesinherent 
in Toc Н. 

I suggest that the matter should be debated 
in our Groups and Branches. In some cases 
opinion may be unanimous that some action 
should be taken on the lines suggested by 
Mr. Baker, and in these cases the Unit can 
act as a whole. In other Units, where all do 
not feel the same concern, it must be left to 
individuals. 

Country Units often have great difficulty 
in finding ways and means of serving their 
villages. Here is an opportunity. Admit- 


tedly there arc many obstacles, and a great 
deal depends on tact and the way the job is 
approached, but surely it is one well worth 
trying, and one for which Toc H is par- 
ticularly suited. 

Your sinccrely, 


Leeds. GEOFEREY S. JOHNSON. 


Getting Toe H Known 


Dear Sir, 

I was very interested to read in “ The 
Open Hustings" in the December JounNaL 
a letter “Getting Тос H Known" from 
Knaresborough Branch. 

We have placed a copy of the Journat in 
the Reading Room of our focal library for 
several years now. Also, one of our mem- 
bers, when he has finished with his Journat, 
hangs it up in the local barber’s shop, also 
“Light” and that splendid little handbook, 
“ Тос H Defined.” The address of our meet- 
ing place is put on each copy and a welcome 
to any visitor or intending new member. 

The condition of the books when they are 
changed monthly is convincing proof that 
they are read by a number of people. 


Yours sincerely, 
Netherton, Worcs. Ernest W. Harvey. 


W hat 15 Democracy ? 


Dear EDITOR, 

One often hears the questions, ‘ Has 
democracy failed? ” or “ Can democracy sur- 
vive? ”, but how rarely the question, “ What 
is democracy? ” 

I believe it is true that in the present stage 
of human society, only a minority of people 
have initiative, the majority waiting for 
leadership from others. (Granted that some 
of us regard it as part of the aim of Тос H 
to change this state of affairs, we certainly 
have not yet done so.) Our present idea of 
democracy appears to lead to the result that 
the few with initiative must spend much of 
their energy in coaxing the apathetic majority 
into supporting them. Should not true de- 
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mocracy be a state in which every man with 
initiative can contribute his ideas and energy 
for the benefit of the community, while those 
who are content to be led need not be a drag 
on progress? 

We are often reminded that ‘‘ Science," in 
the narrow technical sense, has progressed 
more rapidly than the arts of social and politi- 
cal organisation (including economics), and 
there is an unjustified tendency to blame this 
success of “Science ” for all the failures of 
mankind. I believe that the progress of tech- 
піса] science is due to two factors. First, 
many are educated in technical studies be- 
cause it is frequently possible to earn a reason- 
able living in some technical occupation. 
Second, the world of science is almost a true 
democracy in the sense suggested above, since 
any student with useful ideas can bring them 
before specialists in the subject concerned. 
As soon as these two factors are applicd to 
social and economic studies, we may expect 
progress in the organisation of socicty. 
Yours sincerely, 


Chelmsford. D. А. Bett. 


This Money Business 


Dear EDITOR, 

I cannot agree with Fred Sanders that to 
increase the Capitation Fee by 2/- would not 
result in some hardship. 

If Unit Treasurers would make contact with 
those members who cannot, or do not, for 
various rcasons attend meetings I am sure they 
would find them willing to give regularly 
their weekly subscriptions. Some of them 
would if approached in the right manner be 
only too glad to fill in a Builder's Form. In 
this case Ust subscriptions would go direct to 
Central Funds, and should any of these mem- 
bers belong to a Unit whose finances are good 
and whose policy it is to hoard up money as a 
safety-first measure, it would not be possible 
to retain any part of these gifts. 


m 


May I also suggest. that at the end of each 
financial vear every unit should after paying 
all its necessary “ houschold expenses " (inclu. 
ding a fair “ quota "!) pay over to Central 
Funds the remaining balance in hand less a 
nominal sum of not more than Дт for im- 
mediate expenses. 

I believe if these proposals were carried out 
they would go some way to clearing off for 
ever the debt, and allow the Light of Toc H 
to sprcad freely. May the greater usefulness 
of the movement be not impeded for want of 
money. 

Yours sincerely, 


Boston, Lincs. ReGinatp Н. THORNDIKE. 


Dear ЕЁрітов. 

ОЕ all the many suggestions which have 
been advanced towards solving the problem 
of increasing the contributions by members 
to the Family purse, that put forward by Fred 
Sanders in the November Jounxar, viz., the 
doubling of the annual Capitation Fee, seems 
to be the most practical and therefore likely 
to succeed. 

The proposal is straightforward and easy 
to operate. It covers the whole of the mem- 
bership so that every man would have the 
satisfaction of making a direct and definite 
contribution to the needs of the Family as 
distinct from the requirements ol his local 
unit which makes a heavy and often cxcessive 
demand upon his subscriptions. ‘Fhe provi- 
sion for remitting the capitation fee entirely 
in certain instances would still apply and 
obviate any question of hardship. 

ІЁ there be any truth in the old tag “ Bis 
dat qui cito dat,” the proposal should have 
substantial support, since the increased income 
which would result would be available сапу 
in the financial year. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ruislip. W. Е. Смх. 
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